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MESSAGE FROM CANADOHTA LAKE AREA BUSINESS 
ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS & OFFICERS
It’s time for another amazing summer at Canadohta Lake! The Canadohta Lake Area 
Business Association (CLABA) is excited to help your family celebrate America’s 
250th birthday. This milestone is a wonderful opportunity to come together as a 
community, reflect on our nation’s history, & create lasting memories with friends 
& family in a place we all love.
We look forward to a season filled with fun, family tradition, & celebration. Whether 
you’re enjoying time on the water, participating in local events, or simply relaxing 
with loved ones, there’s something special waiting for everyone this summer at 
Canadohta Lake. Be sure to join us on July 4th for our spectacular fireworks display 
over the lake—a highlight of the summer & a perfect way to celebrate America’s 
250th birthday with family, friends, & neighbors.
Stay tuned for more details about upcoming events. We can’t wait to celebrate with 
you! For information on the latest events, visit us at www.canadohtalake.org.  You 
can also like and follow us on Facebook at Canadohta Lake Area Business Associ-
ation.  

2026–2027 Officers of CLABA Inc.
President: George Trauner – Happi Jax

Vice President: Kristie Winter, Community Member
Secretary: Tina Butler, Butler’s Cottages

 Treasurer: Billie Jo Easterlin, Howard Hanna Real Estate
Director: Barb Gago, Community Member

Director: Butch Prichard, Community Member
 Director: John Price, Community Member

 Director: Billie Jo Higby, Higby Campground
Auditors: Cynthia Ramsey - Corry Ford | Susan Drake – Titusville Market Place

Social Media Billie Jo Higby, Higby’s Campground & Cottages | John Price, Com-
munity Member | See you at the Lake! George Trauner CLABA President

Photo Credit: William Wykoff
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On September 3, 2025, a 
powerful wind swept across 
Canadohta Lake, turning an 
ordinary day into something 
unforgettable. What began 
as a blustery afternoon 
quickly became what many 
now fondly call “The Great 
Escape.”
In the gusting wind, an entire dock—along with 15 pontoon boats—broke free and began 
drifting north across the lake. It was a sight few will ever forget: a flotilla of pontoons, loose 
and wandering, carried by the force of nature.
But what could have turned into chaos became something entirely different—a true 
reflection of what makes the Canadohta Lake community so special.
Without hesitation, neighbors stepped in. From the water, Bev Rapp, Dina Wadding, Jimmy 
Lloyd, Nick Baysek, Andrew Baysek, Jonathan Willey, Dave Keag, Chuck Fish, and Jim 
Kuhn worked together to corral the drifting boats and guide them safely back. On shore, 
Mike Rogiero and Misty Parkhurst coordinated efforts, ready to assist wherever needed.
There was no formal plan. No one waited to be asked. People simply acted.
And just like that, what could have been a major disaster was brought under control—
quickly and efficiently—because that’s what this community does.
Moments like this remind us that Canadohta Lake is more than a beautiful place to live or 
visit. It’s a place where neighbors look out for one another. Where helping hands appear 
without question. Where, in times of need, everyone comes together as if they were 
family—because, in many ways, they are.
“The Great Escape” wasn’t just about boats drifting across the lake. It was about people—
good people—who showed up, worked together, and made sure everything was taken 
care of.
And if you had ben there to see it, you would have been proud.
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Remembering 
Rick Makohus
We are saddened to announce the passing of Richard Mako-
hus, who served as Bloomfield Township’s Zoning, Code, and 
Sewage Enforcement Officer.  Rick passed away unexpect-
edly on December 10, 2025. He is survived by his wife, Barb 
(Eastland). Sister-in-law Maria (Rocco) Panucci, brother-in-
law Gary (Diane) Eastland and several nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, John and Matilda 
“Tillie”, as well as his brother, John.
Rick and his brother John moved to Centerville from West Mif-
flin, PA, in 1978, where they purchased a farm together. For 
many years, they raised and sold cows and pigs.  In addition to 
farming, they also worked as contractors throughout the area.  
Rick and his father constructed the stone shrine outside of Our 
Lady of Fatima Chapel.  Rick and Barb were active members 
of the Chapel where they first met during Bingo.  They were 
married at the Chapel in 2006.
Starting in 2006, Rick began working for Bloomfield Township, 
taking on various responsibilities as his role evolved over time. 
Despite his professional obligations, he was known for making 
many friends in the Canadohta Lake Area.
Rick will be remembered for his patience, integrity, vast knowl-
edge, sharp wit, and warm smile. He will be greatly missed.
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A 180° View, A Whole New Beginning
A few years ago, my husband and I 
started thinking about retirement and 
found ourselves drawn to the old Pier 66 
property at Canadohta Lake — five cot-
tages and a big building that had seen 
better days. We decided to give it new 
life: bright cottage colors inspired by my 

Puerto Rican heritage, and a café where we could share sweet and 
savory treats that reflect both our Spanish and Italian roots.
As longtime seasonal residents, we also noticed there wasn’t a cozy 
spot nearby to sit down with a great cup of coffee in the early morning. 
So we reconstructed the big building and turned it into Pier 180 Café, 
named for the beautiful 180 degree view of the lake.
We’re retired engineers learn-
ing as we go, and we’re excit-
ed to open our doors on Me-
morial Day Weekend (Friday, 
May 22nd – Monday, 25th).
Hours of Operation: Fridays, 
Saturdays & Sundays - 7 AM 
to 1 PM
Thank you for cheering us on 
as we start this new chapter 
— one filled with flavor, color, 
and community.

It’s official!  A new retail store is now open!  
Conveniently located at 35890 Lake 
Road, Canadohta Market Square has a 
variety of goods on its shelves, including 
new decorative merchandise, antiques, 
and an assortment of local specialty food 
items!  You will find one-of-a-kind things 
on the store shelves, whether you’re 
searching for specialty items for yourself 
or gifts for others!   Vendors and new 
products are constantly being added.

When you step into the store, you’ll find a unique assortment of items that you won’t 
easily find elsewhere, all from various and local vendors. With this diverse collec-
tion, the options are truly endless. Among the highlights are Titusville Dairy prod-
ucts like creamy cottage cheese and ice cream mix. Don’t miss the locally sourced 
pickled and fresh quail eggs from Quail Holler Farm; they’re a customer favorite! 
And for those leisurely weekend mornings, their baked goods are simply delightful. 
There’s also Rees Bees honey, harvested from nearby hives, and Triple J maple 
syrup produced right here in our area. Stunning vintage and handmade jewelry, 
along with candles that fill your home with inviting scents, can also be found on the 
unique store’s shelves.
Susan Drake, proprietor, has always had a deep personal connection to Canadohta 
Lake. Growing up, she spent every summer at “the lake” with her family, creating 
countless memories at their cottage. This love for the lake has driven her to be an 
active participant in the community, serving on various business committees and 
planning special events that have contributed to the area’s growth. Her success 
with Titusville Market Square, which she co-owns with her brother, sparked the idea 
of bringing a similar business to Canadohta Lake. So when the chance to open a 
new business came up, it didn’t take long for her to say “yes,” and soon after, she 
began making plans to bring her vision to life.
You’ll always feel welcome at Canadohta Market Square ... your go-to destination 
for a vibrant variety of merchandise! With exciting events happening throughout 
the summer, there’s always something new to experience. Stop by, explore the unique offerings from featured vendors, and enter for your 
chance to win fantastic prizes throughout the summer! Don’t miss out on special tastings, where you can indulge in local flavors and discover 
new favorites. Canadohta Market Square looks forward to your feedback and invites you to share your thoughts. They are looking forward to 
welcoming you soon! 
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ATM’s
American Legion LeBaron Post 237
9225 Rt 6, Union City, PA 16438	 814-438-2312
Monday – Friday  11:00am-11:00pm Saturday – Sunday 
10:00am-11:00pm
Frog Pond
35765 Circuit Drive, Union City, PA 16438           		
 814-694-2012
     Summer Restaurant Hours:  *Check for off season hours
     Sunday-Wednesday 	 11:00am-12:00am or Later
     Thursday-Saturday 	 11:00am- 2:00am
The Anchor
35771 Danner Drive, Union City, PA 16438			 
814-694-4223
     Tuesday-Thursday	 12:00pm-8:00pm
     Friday & Saturday 	 12:00pm-9:00pm
     Sunday 12:00pm-8:00pm
Village Tavern
2295 West Center Street, Mill Village, PA 16427 		
814-796-2285
     Monday-Wednesday  11:00am – Midnight
     Thursday-Saturday   11:00am – 2am
     Sunday   12:00pm - Midnight

ATTORNEY
Law Offices of Seman and Saba, LLC
3875 Old William Penn Hwy. Suite 6,           See Our Ad
 Murrysville, PA 15668 (412) 721-0412 or (412) 402-9000
Email:  owen4511@gmail.com
Web Site: www.owenthelawyer.com
Personal Injury • Criminal Defense • Traffic Matters
Julia M. Gromacki, Esq. – The Marsh Law Firm	
300 State Street, Suite 300,	 See Our Ad
Erie, PA 16507 814-451-5473
Email:  jgromacki@marshlaw.com
Web Site: www.marshlaw.com
Hours:  	 Monday – Friday - 9:00am-5:00pm
Contact Julia for a free Consultation

BUILDING PRODUCTS, 
CONTRACTORS, 
HANDYMAN SERVICES, 
Canadohta Lake – Lincolnville Storage		
35932 Main Street, 	 See Our Ad
Centerville, PA 16404
Office:  814-694-3366 – John & Tracey Fielding
Cell:  814-572-0255 – John Fielding
Email: tracey369@verizon.net
Self Storage • Boat, Car, & RV Storage • Boat Services:  
Cleaning, repairs, and replacement services.
H & W ACE Hardware	 See Our Ad
37 North Main Street, Union City, PA 16438
814-438-3011
309 Venango Ave., Cambridge Spring, PA 16403
814-813-5111
Hours: 	 Monday – Friday	 7:30am – 6pm
	 Saturday	 7:30am – 4:00pm	
	 Sunday		  10:00am – 6:00pm	   
Outdoor Equipment Repairs, plumbing, electrical, automo-
tive, paint, and all hardware needs. Stihl Equipment, Ari-
ens, Ego, grills, smokers, & BBQ Accessories
Hyer Electric	 See Our Ad
34923 Lake Road, Centerville, PA 16404  814-882-6126 
Email: hyerelectric@yahoo.com 
24/7 Emergency Calls - Residential/Light Commercial 
Wiring - Certified Generac and Briggs and Stratton Home 
Standby Generators Sales and Services Tech 
Gary B. Nirmaier Professional Tree Service, 
LLC				              See Our Ad
37584 Dutch Hill Road, Union City PA 16438
Office: 814-694-2172 Cell: 814-323-1991
Web Site: www.gbnirmaiertree.com
ISA Certified Arborist, Pruning; Removal, Lot Clearing, Por-
table Stump Grinder, Insect & Disease Diagnosis, Fertiliza-
tion/Injection, Cabling & Bracing
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Guzik Concrete & Masonry 
Lic: PA 078713 	
35713 Shelley Ln, Union City, PA 16438  814-694-3076
Email: sjguzik@verizon.net 
All types of Concrete and Masonry construction. Excava-
tion, topsoil, landscape stone, mulch, sand & gravel. In 
Business - 50 years 
Gonzalez Construction and Landscaping
Cell: 814-392-3598
Email: Jamieg80@yahoo.com
Building Renovations, Repair & Landscaping, Dock build-
ing repair 
Jay Gill Plumbing and Heating         See Our Ad
275 Main Street, Spartansburg, PA 16434			 
www.facebook.com/JayGillPlumbingHeating 
814-654-7624
Hours:  Monday – Friday 8:00am – 4:00pm  
Emergency hours available Email: gillhvac1@verizon.net 
Web Site: www.jaygillplumbingheating.com
Hours:  	 Monday – Friday 8:00am-4:00pm
Install and repair furnaces, boilers, AC units, mini-splits, 
heat pumps, water heaters, water softener systems, & wa-
ter pumps.  Other plumbing services are available including 
winterizing cottages.  Emergency services available. Fully 
insured. Credit cards accepted & financing is available.  
J.R. & Son Building Supply	 See Our Ad
34186 State Hwy 77, Centerville, PA 16404	   www.face-
book.com/search/top?q=jr%26son%20building%20supply 
814-694-3343
Hours:  	 Monday – Friday 8:00am – 5:00pm
Saturday – 8:00am – 3:00pm
Family owned and operated – Lumber and Hardware Store 
- Since 1986. Lumber, Plywood, Plumbing Supplies, Elec-
trical Supplies, Building Supplies.. 5 miles west of Route 8 
on the right on Route 77 / 1 mile East of Little Cooley on 
the left on Route 77
Martin’s Home Improvements, LLC
814-499-5301 call anytime, leave a message
Quality Craftsmanship for all your interior & exterior proj-
ects. Free estimates.  Call today!  Flooring, trim, bath and 
kitchen remodels, drywall, painting, roofing, siding, decks, 
windows, doors, soffit, fascia, gutters, downspouts, insu-
lation, ventilation, sidewalks, leaf guards, maintenance, 
repair, & clean-up.
M&N Electric and Home Restoration Service	
36079 Beechwood Street,	 See Our Ad
Canadohta Lake, PA 16438	 https://www.facebook.
com/mn.electric.and.home.renovations  412-452-3865
Hours:  Monday – Friday 9:00am – 4:00pm
Electrical, Drywall, Paint, Flooring, Windows, and Doors
Vanderhoof Heating & Air Conditioning
12378 Rt. 8, Titusville, PA 16354	 See Our Ad
www.facebook.com/VanderhoofHeating  814-671-3226
Website:  www.Vanderhoofheatingandair.com 
For all your Residential & Light Commercial Heating and 
Air Conditioning installation and service needs of heat-
ing and air conditioning. 24 hr emergency service.  We 
provide Residential & Light Commercial Heating and Air 
Conditioning Services throughout the area, including new 
construction, repair, replacement and emergency services. 
We have expert home comfort engineers who have the 
knowledge, experience, & expertise to make your home 
and lifestyle the ideal total comfort system. 
Weld-It Construction Company         See Our Ad
22995 Olson Road, Union City, Pa 16438 814-881-3500
Email: weldit.pat@verizon.net
Hours:  Call for an Appointment
For all your excavation needs: we offer land clearing, dem-
olition, septic systems, drain & water lines, sewer hook-
ups, driveways, land & yard reclamation, stone, gravel, 
screened top soil and boulders delivered.
Zap Electric	 See Our Ad
Lic. PA 015860
Lou Baranyai 814-882-7731
Licensed and Insured - Residential, Commercial, Industrial

CHURCHES
Lincolnville Baptist Church
22530 Mill Street, Lincolnville, PA 16404   			 
www.facebook.com/lincolnvillebaptist.church.5  	
814-694-3076 – Sally					   
~ Lincolnville is a mile from Canadohta Lake
814-882-0839 – Brenda
Pastor: Robert Omer				  
Sunday Worship Service   10:30am-11:30am  
                Sunday School     9:30am-10:15am  
Gazebo Gatherings ~ June, July, August the last Sunday 
of the Month at 6:00pm, refreshments.  Goodwill offering 
Praise Kidz Club Thursday nights starting June 25 through 
July 30 from 6:30pm-8:00pm for children up to 12 years 
old. Pastoral Reflections Saturday mornings at 9:30am 
and Sundays at 7am on Sunny 1057/radio.  Listen to Sun-
ny 105.7 for activities and events at Lincolnville Baptist 
throughout the summer.  Also watch for signs.

Mt Pleasant Chapel – Non Denominational 		
38238 Mt Pleasant Road	 See Our Ad
Union City, PA 16438					   
www.facebook.com/mtpleasantchapel 814-694-3232
Hours: 	 Sunday School 9:00AM
Worship Service 10:15AM
Jr Church, Youth Group, & Bible Studies Available
We are a non-denominational church just a short 6 mile 
drive from Canadohta Lake. We have a Jr church available 
for kids 5th grade & under during our worship service. Sev-
eral bible studies open during the week and youth group for 
6th-12th grade. Come join us this Sunday.   

COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS
Bloomfield Township 
22978 Shreve Ridge Road, Union City, PA 16438 
814-694-2611 
Email:  bloomfieldtwppa@gmail.com 
Website: www.bloomfieldtwppa.com 
Office hours:
Zoning/Code Officer – Justen Anderson – Hours: Monday 
& Wednesday 2:30pm to 5:00pm
Township Secretary – Karen Brozell – Hours: Monday – 
Friday 1:00pm to 5:00pm
Meetings
Township Supervisors – 2nd Monday at 7:00pm 
Fire Dept – 1st Thursday at 7:00pm
Lake Authority – 2nd Monday at 6:00pm 
Planning Commission – 3rd Monday at 7:00pm 
Recreation Board – 2nd Tuesday at 6:30pm 
Sewer Authority – 3rd Tuesday at 7:00pm
Bloomfield Twp Municipal Lake Authority		
22978 Shreve Ridge Road, 	 See Our Ad
Union City, PA 16438
814-694-2611 Website:  btmla@yahoo.com 
2026 meetings:  June & August - 2nd Monday at 6:00pm 
at the Twp Building Our mission is to assure the water 
quality of Canadohta Lake by continuing lake treatment 
and required testing.  In addition, we are working on other 
community projects and public recreation areas.  Our only 
source of revenue is by donation.  Your continued support 
makes a difference.  Let’s protect the future of the lake!  
Canadohta Lake is your place to enjoy.   Mail contributions 
to:  BTMLA, 22978 Shreve Ridge Rd, Union City, PA 16438
Bloomfield Township Sewage Authority
22978 Shreve Ridge Road, Union City, PA 16438 
814-694-3409 
Website:  www.bloomfieldtwpsewage.com 
Email: admin@bloomfieldtwpsewage.com 
Hours:  Monday thru Friday – 8:00am to 12:00pm.
Meetings:  3rd Tuesday @7:00pm

Canadohta Lake Area Business Association
22978 Shreve Ridge Road, Union City, PA 16438		
www.facebook.com/canadohtalake 
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Email:  canadohtalake@gmail.com 				 
To Donate:  PayPal: @canadohtalake
Web Site:  www.CanadohtaLake.org 
Canadohta Lake Area Business Association is a not-for-
profit organization with no paid employees.  All members 
are volunteers who serve to promote the community.  
Canadohta Lake Area Business Association raises funds 
to sponsor events to help reach the goal of promoting and 
highlighting the attractions of Canadohta Lake and the sur-
rounding areas.  Thus, bringing in new and returning visi-
tors to enjoy the area and support our local economy.
Our Board President: George Trauner, Happi Jax – 2025-
2026 Vice President: Kristie Winter, Community Member 
– 2025-2026 Secretary: Tina Butler, Butler’s Cottages – 
2025-2026 Treasurer:           Billie Jo Easterlin, Howard 
Hanna – 2025-2026 Directors: Barb Gago, Community 
Member – 2024-2025,   John Price, Community Member 
– 2024-2025, Butch Prichard, Community Member 2024-
2025,   Billie Jo Higby, Higby Campground – 2025-2026  
Auditors: Cynthia Ramsey, Corry Ford – 2025-2026  Su-
san Drake, Titusville Market Square – 2025-2026  Social 
Media: John Price, & Billie Jo Higby CLABA 
Event Organizers
All Boat Tie Up – Kristie Winter - Location: North end of 
the Lake | Car Cruise – Butch & Debbie Prichard & Barb 
Gago - Location: Canadohta Roller Rink | Calendar Lottery 
– Debbie Prichard & Billie Jo Easterlin, Howard Hanna	
PayPal:  @canadohtalake| Craft Show  - Location: Frog 
Pond | Billie Jo Easterlin, Howard Hanna, Cynthia Ram-
sey, Corry Ford, & Kristie Winter | Fireworks – John Price 
& Butch Prichard Location: On Canadohta Lake | Kayak 
Dice Run – Sue Drake, Titusville Market Square - Location: 
Frog Pond | Kids Fun Day – Kristie Winters - Location: Frog 
Pond | Firecracker 5K Walk/Run 10K Run – Penny Lin-
stead Location: Canadohta Roller Rink | Light Up the Night 
Boat Parade – John Price - Location: Fish Commission 
Boat Launch | Rubber Duckee Race – Billie Jo Easterlin, 
Tina Butler, Cynthia Ramsey - Location: Frog Pond | Water 
Battles – John Price & Kristie WinterLocation: Near Frog 
Pond Diving Platform
Community Members
•  Darlene Beganics & Linda Cole  •  David & Jill Bertoty  •  
Susan Drake  •  Lou & Barbara Gago  •  Lynn Jacques  •  
John & Jennifer Price  •  Butch & Debbie Prichard  •  Tim 
& Pam Roberts  •  Baxter & Suzanne Wellmon  •  Shawn & 
Kristie Winter  •  Gregory Wehner & Ann Restaine
Crawford County Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau	  			             See Our Ad
16709 Conneaut Lake Road, Meadville, PA 16335
814-333-1258
Email: Sgeorge@visitcrawford.org
Email: Kparsons@visitcrawford.org
	 Hours:	 Monday – Friday  8:30am – 4:30pm
Website: visitcrawford.org
Visit Crawford is a community non-profit organization pro-
moting tourism and enjoying Crawford County in all sea-
sons.
Crawford County Suicide Task Force 
Email: crawfordcountystf@gmail.com           See Our Ad
https://www.facebook.com/CCSTaskForce 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline: 800-273-TALK (8255)
Website: https://preventsuicidecrawford.godaddysites.com/ 
Support for Survivors of Suicide. We’d like to invite families 
and friends of those who have lost someone to suicide, or 
anyone who has tried to die by suicide to attend our month-
ly survivors of suicide support group on the first Tuesday of 
every month at 5:00pm at the FCCA building at 378 Chest-
nut Street in Meadville. If you would rather attend online, 
please go to our Facebook page and join through the link 
provided.
Local contact: Dawn Edwards, member of task force
36239 Teddy Drive, Union City, PA 16438
570-371-7540
John Krol Post 6773 VFW
https://www.facebook.com/profile.
php/?id=100064645753151 
23 E High Street, Union City, PA 16438 814-694-3448
We’re here to serve the Veterans and the surrounding 
communities.
Lake Canadohta Historical Society
www.facebook.com/groups/lkcanhistory
Mailing Address:22978 Shreve Ridge Rd, Suite 5, Union 
City, PA 16438 
Phone: 814-440-0146
Email: canadohtahistory@gmail.com
Website: canadohtahistory.org 
Canadohta History Center is located at 36166 Lake Road 
(former Chapel). 
See our events on the Breeze calendar and on FB at www.
facebook.com/groups/lkcanhistory. The Lodge is avail-
able to rent for showers, family gatherings etc. We have 
a lot of volunteer opportunities. Stop in and see us (hours 
will be posted on FB and History Center) or contact us at 
canadohtahistory@gmail.com.
Spartansburg Events
117 Mechanics St, Spartansburg, PA 16438			 
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100084222202857 
814-873-1454 Email:  Spartansburgevents@gmail.com 
Website:  www.spartansburgevents.com 
Non-Profit bringing events to Spartansburg

Titusville Renaissance, Inc	 See Our Ad
Titusville,   www.facebook.com/titusvilleopenairmarket
Email:  TitusvilleRen@gmail.com				  
	  www.instagram.com/titusvillerenaissance/
Website:  https://titusvilleren.org/
Independent, 501c3 volunteer, non-profit organization.
Host of the National Trails Day celebration on the Queen 
City Trail, Titusville Open Air Market, and the Farm to Fork 
annual tasting event Saturday, September 19, 2026 at 
Drake Well Train Depot.
Union City Historical Society	 See Our Ad
11 South Main St., Union City, PA 16438			 
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063348752104 
814-438-7573 or 814-490-2348
Email: ucpamuseum@gmail.com
Web Site:  www.unioncityhistory.org 
Hours:  	 Thursday & Saturday:  10:00am-2:00pm
	 Friday: 		               1:00pm-5:00pm
A great place to enjoy the history of our area. Over 13,000 
artifacts from 1700’s to today. From kids to adults, you will 
find something for everyone.  Private tours available. 

ENTERTAINMENT
Canadohta Roller Rink	 See Our Ad
36046 Lake Road Union City, PA 16438
 www.facebook.com/canadohtarollerrink 
814-873-6650
Available for birthdays, scouts, etc. Also available for 
non-skating hall rental.   Call for reservations & more in-
formation.
Hours:  Public Skate 
Friday’s 	7:30pm – 10:00pm 
Saturday’s	 7:30pm – 11:00pm
Sunday’s	 2:00pm – 4:00pm
Winter Hours:   2:00pm – 4:00pm
Friends of Drake Well Inc. 	 See Our Ads
205 Museum Lane
www.facebook.com/drakewellmuseumandpark
Titusville, PA  16354 814-827-2797
Email:  ra-phdrakewell@pa.gov Web Site:  drakewell.org
Web Site:  www.DrakeWell.org
Hours:Wednesday – Sunday 10:00am – 4:00pm  (April – 
October Friday – Sunday	 10:00am – 4:00pm (November 
– March)
Explore the birthplace of the petroleum industry with indoor 
& outdoor exhibits, including a full-scale replica of Drake’s 
Well! Open 5 days per week from April to November 1st.  
Admission fees apply.  Visit our Web Site for details and 
more upcoming events.
Frog Pond	 See Our Ad
35765 Circuit Drive, Union City, PA 16438
https://www.facebook.com/FrogPondCanadohta 
814-694-2012
Summer Restaurant Hours:  
Sunday-Wednesday 11:00am-12:00am or Later
Thursday-Saturday 11:00am- 2:00am
*Check for off season hours
Beach Hours:   11:00am-7:00pm (Weather Permitting) 
Stop in and view our 38 foot Chris Craft Bar. We have a 10-
tap beer system, alcoholic slushies, The Frog Pond famous 
Long Island, and a great expanded food menu, a 263-foot 
Waterslide which winds into our new and improved san-
dy, life guarded beach, Arcade (Terri’s Clubhouse), Camp 
Sites, Pavilion Rentals, PA Lottery. We accept Cash, Visa, 
American Express, Mastercard, Discover, Apple Pay
Janine’s Anchor Inc.	 See Our Ad
35771 Danner Drive, Union City, PA 16438
www.facebook.com/JaninesAnchor  814-694-4223
Hours:	 Tuesday-Thursday, 4:00pm-9:00pm
Friday & Saturday 12:00pm-9:00pm
Sunday 12:00pm -9:00pm
A family restaurant and lounge serving traditional American 
cuisine. Daily Happy Hour Specials. Daily Food Features. 
Famous Canadohta Lake Iced Tea
Lana’s At The Lake	 See Our Ad
35943 Lake Road, Union City, PA 16438
www.facebook.com/lanasatthelake  814-964-1530
Hours:  Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday:  
11:00am-8:00pm
Friday & Saturday 11:00am-9:00pm
Fresh Dough Pizza, Subs, Salads, & more. Challenging 18 
hole Putt-R Golf and Driving Range
Lake Canadohta Historical Society
www.facebook.com/groups/lkcanhistory
22978 Shreve Ridge Rd, Suite 5, Union City, PA 16438 
Phone: 814-440-0146
Email: canadohtahistory@gmail.com
Canadohta History Center is located at 36166 Lake Road 
(former Chapel). 
See our events on the Breeze calendar and on FB at www.
facebook.com/groups/lkcanhistory. The Lodge is avail-
able to rent for showers, family gatherings etc. We have 
a lot of volunteer opportunities. Stop in and see us (hours 
will be posted on FB and History Center) or contact us at 
canadohtahistory@gmail.com.
Oil Creek & Titusville Railroad         See Our Ad
409 S Perry St, Titusville, PA 16354
www.facebook.com/OCTRR  814-676-1733
http://www.instagram.com/drakewellmuseum
Web Site: www.octrr.org
Special Events:  https://octrr.org/special-events-tours/

Regular Rides:  June - October
Your 3-hour round-trip will take through scenic Oil Creek 
State Park, to where oil history began.You’ll learn about the 
people and places that made up Pennsylvania Oil Country.
June – Saturdays and Sundays departs at 11am
July – Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays departs at 
11am – except July 18 & 19th – departs at 1pm
July 18 & 19 – 40th Anniversary Celebrations. More details 
TBA.
July 25– Christmas in July (Special Event pricing) departs 
at 11am
August - Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays departs 
at 11am - Except August 9 & 10 – departs at 1pm
October 1-16th – Wednesdays through Fridays – departs 
at 11am Saturdays & Sundays – departs 10am & 3pm

Port Farms & Poverty Knob Farmhouse Ales	
2055 Stone Quarry Road,	 See Our Ad
Waterford, PA 16441  Facebook.com/portfarms  
Web Site: PortFarms.com & PovertyKnobFarmhouseAles.
com   Facebook.com/povertyknobfarmhouseales
Summer Days - August 1 - September 6, 2026
Enjoy U-Pick Flowers, 25+ attractions for every age, fes-
tivals, character meet & greets, delicious food and more!
Fall Harvest - September 12 - November 1, 2026
Experience Fall Harvest at Port Farms with over 25 at-
tractions for every age (including an 8-acre corn maze), 
themed festivals, pumpkins, and more!
Country Christmas - November 27 - December 20, 2026
We offer U-Cut Christmas trees as well as pre-cut options. 
Every weekend visit Santa in his workshop, decorate cook-
ies & crafts, enjoy live music & more! (Free admission - 
activities are a la carte). Christmas tree sales begin No-
vember 21st.
Tinsel Taproom at Poverty Knob- November 14 - Jan-
uary 31, 2026
The farm is dog-friendly and pet friendly.  Plus, enjoy our 
family & dog-friendly brewery, Poverty Knob Farmhouse 
Ales open year-round! 
Spartansburg Events
117 Mechanics St, Spartansburg, PA 16438			 
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100084222202857 
814-873-1454
Email:  Spartansburgevents@gmail.com 
Website:  www.spartansburgevents.com 
Non-Profit bringing events to Spartansburg

Sunny 105.7 FM Radio	 See Our Ad
814-732-0759  www.facebook.com/canadohtaradio 
Email: info@sunny1057fm.org
Website: www.sunny1057fm.org
Canadohta Lake’s radio station is Sunny 105.7 FM. Wheth-
er you are boating, swimming, working or relaxing, take 
along Sunny 105.7. Listen to hear local news, weather, 
events calendar and the Greatest Hits of the 60’s, 70’s, 
80’s & more!  Tell your smart speaker, “Listen to Sunny 
105.7 Canadohta Lake!”  It’s always Sunny at Canadohta!
Union City Historical Society	 See Our Ad
11 South Main St., Union City, PA 16438			 
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063348752104 
814-438-7573 or 814-490-2348
Email: ucpamuseum@gmail.com
Web Site:  www.unioncityhistory.org 
Hours:  	 Thursday & Saturday:  10:00am-2:00pm
	 Friday: 		               1:00pm-5:00pm
A great place to enjoy the history of our area. Over 13,000 
artifacts from 1700’s to today. From kids to adults, you will 
find something for everyone.  Private tours available. 
VFW John Krol Post 6773
23 East High Street Union City, PA 16438
814-438-3448
Hours: 	 Monday- Thursday  1:00pm-9:00pm 
   	 Friday  1:00pm-11:00pm
   	 Saturday 12:00pm-10:00pm
   	 Sunday 12:00pm-9:00pm
We are here to serve the veterans and the surrounding 
communities
Village Tavern		 See Our Ad
2295 West Center Street, Mill Village, PA 16427		
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063469996325 
814-796-2285
Hours:	 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  11:00am – Mid-
night  Thursday, Friday, Saturday:11:00am – 2am
                Sunday: 12:00pm - Midnight
Small town bar serving cold beer and good food!  

FOOD AND DINING
American Legion LeBaron Post 237 See Our Ad
9225 Rt 6, Union City, PA 16438
814-438-2312 https://www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100079323291714
Hours:   Monday – Friday  11:00am-11:00pm
	 Saturday – Sunday 10:00am-11:00pm
The LeBaron Post of the American Legion is a non-prof-
it veteran’s service organization dedicated to assisting 
America’s wartime veterans. Post 237 is also dedicated to 
serving our community by supporting local patriotic events, 
school sports and other activities. Legion programs for all 
that promote the American way of life. The post has Le-
gionnaires, Women’s Auxiliary Unit & Sons of the American 
Legion Squadron. Members also have access to medical 
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equipment such as hospital beds, walkers, wheelchairs, 
etc. loaned free of charge
Ashley’s Pub BBQ & Catering	 See Our Ad
342 Main Street, Spartansburg, PA 16434www.facebook.
com/AshleysPubSpartansburg 
814-654-7821
Hours:  Sunday – Thursday 11:00am-9:00pm
		  Friday – Saturday 11:00am–10:00pm
Ashley’s Pub BBQ & Catering
Buzz of UC Café	 See Our Ad
64 N Main Street, Union City, PA 16438
www.facebook.com/BuzzofUCCafe   814-438-6233
Web Site: www.buzzofuccafe.com 
Hours:  Monday – Friday  6:00am–4:00pm
Saturday  7:00am-4:00pm
Sunday   7:00am-2:00pm
Serving the region with unique and customized breakfast 
and lunch items.  We are the regional favorite for special-
ty beverages including coffees, espresso drinks, teas and 
tropical sodas. 
Countryside Grille	 See Our Ad
10 South Main Street, Union City, Pa 16438
www.facebook.com/countrysidegrille 
814-438-9000
Hours:  	 Monday-Friday 8:00am-8:00pm 
Saturday 8:00am-2:00pm  Sunday Closed
Serving BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNER. Please fol-
low our Facebook page for daily specials & a copy of our 
menu. Full menu is also available. Several items to choose 
from including sandwiches, wings, full dinner items, a wide 
selection of homemade soups and homemade pies and 
several types of salads.
Frog Pond at Canadohta Lake          See Our Ad
35765 Circuit Drive, Union City, PA 16438
https://www.facebook.com/FrogPondCanadohta 
814-694-2012
Hours: Summer Restaurant Hours:  
Sunday-Wednesday 11:00am-12:00am or Later
Thursday-Saturday 11:00am- 2:00am
*Check for off season hours
Stop in and view our 38-foot Chris Craft Bar. We have a 
10 tap beer system, alcoholic slushies, The Frog Pond 
famous Long Island, and a great expanded food menu. 
Accepts Cash, Visa, American Express, Mastercard, Dis-
cover, Apple Pay 
Happi Jax Ice Cream and Food        See Our Ad
35725 Lake Road, Union City PA 16438
www.facebook.com/theoriginalHappiJax
814-694-2064
Hours:  May to September: check our Facebook for hours

Janine’s Anchor Inc.	 See Our Ad
35771 Danner Drive, Union City, PA 16438
www.facebook.com/JaninesAnchor 
814-694-4223
Hours:	 Tuesday-Thursday 4:00pm-9:00pm
Friday & Saturday 12:00pm-9:00pm
Sunday 12:00pm-9:00pm
A family restaurant and lounge serving traditional American 
cuisine. Daily Happy Hour Specials Daily Food Features  
Famous Canadohta Lake Ice Tea
Lana’s At The Lake	 See Our Ad
35943 Lake Road, Union City, PA 16438
www.facebook.com/lanasatthelake 
814-964-1530
Hours:  Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday:  
11:00am-8:00pm
Friday & Saturday 11:00am-9:00pm
Fresh Dough Pizza, Subs, Salads, & more. Challenging 18 
hole Putt-R Golf and Driving Range
Port Farms & Poverty Knob Farmhouse Ales	
2055 Stone Quarry Road, 	 See Our Ad
Waterford, PA 16441
Facebook.com/portfarms  
Web Site:  PortFarms.com & PovertyKnobFarmhouseAles.
com   Facebook.com/povertyknobfarmhouseales
Summer Days - August 1 - September 6, 2026
Enjoy U-Pick Flowers, 25+ attractions for every age, fes-
tivals, character meet & greets, delicious food and more!
Fall Harvest - September 12 - November 1, 2026
Experience Fall Harvest at Port Farms with over 25 at-
tractions for every age (including an 8-acre corn maze), 
themed festivals, pumpkins, and more!
Country Christmas - November 27 - December 20, 2026
We offer U-Cut Christmas trees as well as pre-cut options. 
Every weekend visit Santa in his workshop, decorate cook-
ies & crafts, enjoy live music & more! (Free admission - 
activities are a la carte). Christmas tree sales begin No-
vember 21st.
Tinsel Taproom at Poverty Knob- November 14 - Jan-
uary 31, 2026
The farm is dog-friendly and pet friendly.  Plus, enjoy our 
family & dog-friendly brewery, Poverty Knob Farmhouse 
Ales open year-round! 
Pier 180 Cafe	 See Our Ad
36053 Lake Street, Union City, PA 16438
www.facebook.com/thepieratcanadohtalake 
814-823-5591
Email:  thepieratcanadohtalake@gmail.com 
Brand new seasonal lakeside café. Fresh coffee. Fresh air!
Titusville Renaissance, Inc	 See Our Ad

Titusville, PA
www.facebook.com/titusvilleopenairmarket
Email:  TitusvilleRen@gmail.com				  
	      www.instagram.com/titusvillerenaissance/
Website:  https://titusvilleren.org/
Independent, 501c3 volunteer, non-profit organization. 
Host of the National Trails Day celebration on the Queen 
City Trail, Titusville Open Air Market, and the Farm to Fork 
annual tasting event on Saturday, September 19, 2026 at 
Drake Well Train Depot.
VFW John Krol Post 6773
23 East High Street Union City, PA 16438
814-438-3448
Hours: 	 Monday- Thursday  1:00pm-9:00pm 
	 Friday  1:00pm-11:00pm
	 Saturday 12:00pm-10:00pm
	 Sunday 12:00pm-9:00pm
We are here to serve the veterans and the surrounding 
communities
Village Tavern		 See Our Ad
2295 West Center Street, Mill Village, PA 16427
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100063469996325 
814-796-2285
Hours:	 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 11:00am – Mid-
night  Thursday, Friday, Saturday 11:00am – 2am Sunday           
12:00pm - Midnight
Small town bar serving cold beer and good food!  
Wicked Hollo Bar & Grill	 See Our Ad
18208 Cussewago Road, Meadville, PA 16335
https://www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=61557613843051 	
814-870-1300
Email: wickedhollo@yahoo.com
	 Hours:	 7 days a week	 11:00am-11:00pm
	 Kitchen		  11:00am-9:00pm
Wicked Hollo is a family owned, family friendly bar & 
grill.  Offers a wide variety of lunch & dinner food menu.  
Non-smoking facility & have banquet room space to hold 
small & large parties.  Daily Specials.
Zoo’s BBQ Food Truck & Catering    See Our Ad
814-460-6942 Contact Jim Wasielewski
https://www.facebook.com/groups/625661914290534 
Email: wa200212@gmail.com https://www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=100064210174384 
For all your catering needs.  Anything from whole hogs – 
to – burgers and dogs.  We serve up great smoked BBQ 
fast-fresh, and from our pit to your plate.  Follow us on 
Facebook @ Zoo’s BBQ Food Truck and catering.  Need 
a caterer just give us a call. No Job Too BIG, No Job Too 
Small.  
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OTHER
Moderntype LLC	 See Our Ad
Email:  kyle@moderntype.com
https://www.facebook.com/ModerntypeDesigns 
Website:  www.moderntype.com
Moderntype Designs - Printable Business Forms, Planners, 
and Signs - Original files available for instant download
VanTassel’s Timberland Bait.com    See Our Ad
36320 Dutch Hill Road, Union City, PA 16438
https://www.facebook.com/profile.
php/?id=100057314596208 
814-694-FISH (3474) Web Page: www.timberlandbait.com 
We’ve got all your bait and tackle needs covered. From 
live bait to terminal tackle and everything in between, come 
see us and you’re sure to find what you need. Rent covered 
pavilion adjacent to 2-acre private pond for private event.  
Fishing for private camping or private event use only.  Host 
Trunk or Treat October 31 from 5-7 & Ice Fishing Contest 
in January or February, date to be published at a later date.

PERSONAL CARE & 
SERVICES
Canadohta Lake Clipper	 See Our Ad
35990 Lake Road, Canadohta Lake, Union City, PA 16438
814-694-3179  www.facebook.com/pages/Canadohta-Clip-
per/126903630696356
Hours:	 Tuesday & Thursday 9:00am-7:00pm
	 Wednesday 8:00am-2:00pm
	 Friday 8:00am-1:00pm
	 Saturday 7:00am-12:00pm
Full-service Salon. Top-of-the-line beauty services are 
available at this great full-service salon.  
Canadohta Lake Laundromat and Car Wash, 
Inc				               See Our Ad
35441 Circuit Drive, Union City, PA 16438  814-823-2770
Hours:  Self-Service Laundromat Open - 7 days a week 
from 8:00am – 8:30pm.  
Car wash - Open 24 hours per day. All new state of the 
art equipment Laundromat! User-friendly environment – 
cleaned daily!
Barr Insurance	 See Our Ad
257 Seneca Street, Oil City, PA 16301
O: 814-677-3012 x207		  F:  814-676-0911
TOLL FREE: 888-813-7500	
Chad Wagner, account executive 
Email:  chad@barrsinsurance.com	
Hours:  	 Monday – Friday 8:00am – 4:30pm
For all your insurance needs.  
Family Dentistry

62 W. Columbus Ave, Corry, PA 16407
https://www.facebook.com/familydentistrycorryuc 
77 N Main St, Union City, PA 16438
814-665-3621 or 814-438-3891
Web Site: https://www.familydentistrycorryuc.com/ 
Where you’re always treated like family.  Family Dentistry is 
accepting new patients we participate with most insurance 
plans with 2 convenient locations. Call to schedule today.  

PET & ANIMAL CARE
Canine Partners Program Inc.
32708 Forest Home Road, Union City, PA 16438
https://www.facebook.com/CPPRESCUE 
814-529-2223
Email: Judy@caninepartnersprograminc.org
Web site: www.caninepartnersprograminc.org
Rescue, Rehabilitate, Rehome, 501C3 Nonprofit in Craw-
ford County Pennsylvania. Life on the streets. Left Behind, 
Forgotten, Abused, Neglected, Chained, Death Row.  This 
was the life of our rescues. These animals need time to 
heal and rehabilitate from their past. Canine Partners 
Program Inc. provides this healing through our veterinary 
care, proper nutrition, & specialized rehabilitation obedi-
ence training. Our ultimate goal is creating well balanced, 
healthy, & highly adoptable animals that we can rehome 
throughout adoption process. We give animals the second 
chance they deserve!

PROPANE & OIL 
COMPANY/SERVICE
Lictus Oil & Propane	 See Our Ad
8799 W. Main Street (PO Box 82), Clymer, NY 14724
716-355-6363
Email:  Info@lictusoilandpropane.com
Web Site:  www.LictusOilAndPropane.com
Family owned & operated since 1960. Now taking new cus-
tomers. Pricing plans available – including budget & pre-
pay. Delivering Propane and heating oil

RADIO STATIONS
Sunny 105.7 FM Radio	 See Our Ad
814-732-0759
www.facebook.com/canadohtaradio 
Email: info@sunny1057fm.org
Website: www.sunny1057fm.org
Canadohta Lake’s radio station is Sunny 105.7 FM. Wheth-
er you are boating, swimming, working or relaxing, take 
along Sunny 105.7. Listen to hear local news, weather, 
events calendar and the Greatest Hits of the 60’s, 70’s, 
80’s & more!  Tell your smart speaker, “Listen to Sunny 

105.7 Canadohta Lake!”  It’s always Sunny at Canadohta!

REAL ESTATE
ERA Richmond Real Estate	 See Our Ad
125 W. Walnut Street, Titusville, PA 16354
Phone:  814-827-7355
Email:  era@era-richmond.com
Web Site:  www.era-richmond.com
Hours:  		  Monday            Closed
		  Tuesday            10:00 am – 4:00 pm
		  Wednesday       	 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
		  Thursday          	 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
		  Friday              	 9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Serving all of Northwestern Pennsylvania’s Real Estate 
needs since 1955. Specializing in the areas of buying & 
selling of residential, commercial, multi-family, land, & re-
sort properties. Strong marketing that cooperates with oth-
er brokerages to give your property the greatest exposure 
possible & to find the home, land, or investment you are 
seeking. Rental services are available for property owners 
for advertising & showing units to prospective tenants. ERA 
Richmond Real Estate Service belongs to Greater Erie & 
Allegheny Valley Multiple Listing Services to maximize 
your property’s advertising exposure.
Howard Hanna Real Estate – Billie Jo Easterlin	
Erie Office – 3738 Sterrettania Rd.,	 See Our Ad
Erie PA 16506
www.facebook.com/BillieJoEasterlinRealtor 
Pittsburgh Office – 2400 Leechburg Rd, Suite 101, New 
Kensington, PA 15068
Full Time - Canadohta Lake home address:  23562 Glen-
wood Street, Canadohta Lake, PA 16438
Business Cell Phone – 724-331-2341
Email:  BillieJoEasterlin@howardhanna.com
Web Site:  www.BillieJoEasterlin.com
Full time Resident & Full time Realtor for 20+ years serving 
Erie to Pittsburgh, specializing in Canadohta Lake.   Selling 
in a resort lake is unlike selling in any other area/home. 
Unique qualities & restrictions to many areas of the lake, 
including lake access, boat anchorage rights, as well as 
docking rights, which requires working hand in hand with 
the Crawford County Conservation District.  I live here so 
call for a showing today! Your home/property are listed in 
Pittsburgh (West Penn MLS) and Erie (GeBor MLS) as 
well as advertise in both markets.  Top Selling Real Estate 
Agent since 2011.
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RENTALS:  LODGING, 
CAMPING, MEETING 
ROOMS
Butler’s Lake View Cottages	 See Our Ad
24415 Lakeview Drive, Canadohta Lake,
Union City, PA 16438
www.facebook.com/canadohtalakecottagerental
814-392-2614 – call or text    
Email: butlerslakeviewcottages@msn.com
Web site:  www.CanadohtaLakeCottages.com 
Hours:  24 Hours
• Two & Three bedroom Lakefront cottages • One Bedroom 
cottage with central air in Ruggles Park area. • Spacious 
Two (2) bedroom lakeside cottage (1500 sq ft) with central 
air & triple lot yard  - across the street from boat rentals •  
Our finest “Palace” cottage is open year-round. (2 Queen 
Bedrooms plus 2 Twins in Loft) • Modern amenities – Fully 
equipped kitchens, cable tv, fire pits, rowboat usage with 
lakefront rental. • Wifi  
Canadohta Lake Roller Rink	 See Our Ad
36046 Lake Road, Union City, PA 16438
www.facebook.com/canadohtarollerrink   814-873-6650
Available for birthdays, scouts, etc.  Also available for 
non-skating hall rental.   Call for reservations & more in-
formation.
Frog Pond at Canadohta Lake          See Our Ad
35765 Circuit Drive, Union City, PA 16438
https://www.facebook.com/FrogPondCanadohta
814-694-2012
Summer Restaurant Hours:  
Sunday-Wednesday 11:00am-12:00am or Later
Thursday-Saturday 11:00am- 2:00am
*Check for off season hours
Daily, Weekly, or Seasonal RV spots available. Water and 
Sewage  Accepts Cash · Visa · American Express · Mas-
tercard · Discover Apple Pay
Dock Holiday Cottage
24151 Lakeview Dr, Union City, PA 16438  
Email:  amandayoung724@gmail.com
Website:  www.airbnb.com/h/dockholidaylakecottage
Lakefront cottage rental with private dock and covered 
lakefront porch   
Higby’s Store - Campground and Cottages 
24360 Lakeview Drive, 	 See Our Ad
Union City, PA 16438
www.facebook.com/Higbys  814-694-3050
Email: office@higbyscamp.com 
Website:  www.higbyscamp.com 
Currently our 5th generation is working at our seasonal 
campground at Canadohta Lake.  We have seasonal and 
transit campsites in our wooded campground 2 blocks from 
the lake.  We have multiple side by side lakeview and lake-
front cottages, most sleep up to 6.  Shay-Dee-Rest camp-
ing cabins are only 1 block from the lake and prices start 
at $60/night.  Higby’s Campground guests have access to 

our private 30x60 in-ground pool, game room, lakefront, 
gazebo, gaga pit, volleyball court, walking trail and boat 
docking on our 35+ acres. Our Lakeview Drive office / store 
is open to the public and we have ice, firewood, bait, Hig-
by’s apparel and souvenirs! Open May-October. Stay with 
us!  #canadohtaiscalling
Mini Me at Canadohta Lake rented by P.O.M. 
Properties			              See Our Ad
23552 Glenwood St., Canadohta Lake PA 16438		
www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100072166462789 
814-572-0119 – Bill & Billie Jo Easterlin, Owners
Web page:  https://airbnb.com/h/minime
Email:  canadohtalakerental@outlook.com 
Year Round Canadohta Lake Rental that sleeps 8 people. 
Linens, Towels, Bedding provided. 4 NEW Queen Beds 
(1 on main, 3 in open loft) and 1 bath.  Rental includes 
oversized yard, covered & open deck, newer furnishings, 
NEW Shower, bed linens, bath towels, whole house air 
conditioning, grill, fire pit with wood. Off Street parking for 
4.  CoVid cleaned after every showing.  Close distance to 2 
public parks: Ruggles Park and Idlewood Parks
Burgess Ventures, LLC
Call 814-881-4262 with questions
Contact: Annette Burgess 
Oil Creek Retreat Rental: www.Evolve.com/491551 
34899 Lake Road, Centerville, PA 16404
 Year round rental that sleeps 10 with central air. Three-bed-
room house on trout stocked Oil Creek. Completely remod-
eled with one King, one Queen, two Full, two Twin beds. 
Modern amenities, bedding provided, fully equipped kitch-
en, new furnishings, washer & dryer. Internet, grill, firep-
it with wood, two covered porches, large yard, off street 
parking for 6-8. All within a close distance to Canadohta 
Lake. Photos & Bookings at www.Evolve.com/491551 or 
most rental websites. 	
Oil Creek Farm House Rental:  www.Evolve.com/518400	
36389 Dutch Hill Road, Union City, PA 16438 – 1 Mile from 
Canadohta Lake Local Farm House, with a remolded 2nd 
floor, 1-1/2 baths, sleeps 10, with 3 private fishing ponds.
Photos & Booking: www.Evolve.com/518400
The Pier Cottage Rentals & Pier 180 Cafe
36053 Lake Street, Union City, PA 16438    See Our Ad
www.facebook.com/thepieratcanadohtalake 
814-823-5591
Email:  thepieratcanadohtalake@gmail.com 
Five fully furnished lakefront cottages and a brand new 
café right on the property. Ideal for reunions, special occa-
sions, or a quick getaway by the water.
Rip’s Rentals
36135 & 36137 Stager Drive Canadohta Lake 16438
(412) 977-8777  Gary Bell
Web Sites:  https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/35339205 
https://www.airbnb.com/rooms/34896052 
Two cottage rentals, sleeps 6 each, fully furnished and 
equipped including laundry, wi-fi, and access to the lake 
via the inlet. One minute walk to the free beach

Seman’s Blue Bird AirBNB	 See Our Ad
23822 Glenridge Street, Canadohta Lake, PA 16438	
(412) 721-0412 
Web Site: www.Airbnb.com/rooms/54144345 
3 Bedrooms (queen, queen, twin) and also a pullout couch 
in the living room and trundle beds in the front sunroom 
area.
Wilsons Cottage Rental
23865 Second Ave, Canadohta Lake, Union City, PA 16438
814-462-4447
Cottage Rental, 1 Bedroom plus Hide-A-Way bed. Modern, 
Hot Water Heat, Air Conditioning, Satellite TV.  Full Kitchen 
and appliances. Large Deck and yard area. One block from 
Lake. $500/week, call or email for more details. 

SECURITY COMPANIES
Canadohta Security                                                                                                                             
PO Box 65, Centerville, PA 16404
www.facebook.com/canadohtaalarm 
(814) 315-3058       www.CanadohtaSecurity.com 
Canadohta Security LLC is a regional provider of home 
and commercial security including alarms systems, camera 
systems, access control and fire alarm systems. Our area 
of coverage includes Northwest PA, Pittsburgh, Cleveland 
and all areas in between.

SEPTIC
Weld-It Construction Company         See Our Ad
22995 Olson Road, Union City, Pa 16438
814-881-3500
Email: weldit.pat@verizon.net
Hours:  Call for an Appointment
For all your excavation needs: we offer land clearing, dem-
olition, septic systems, drain & water lines, sewer hook-
ups, driveways, land & yard reclamation, stone, gravel, 
screened top soil and boulders delivered.

STORES AND 
SHOPPING
A & J Auto Sales	 See Our Ad
4788 State Route 8. Titusville, PA 16354
www.facebook.com/ajautosalestitusville 
(814) 827-6825
Email: ajautosalestitusville@gmail.com
Website:  www.ajautosalestitusville.com 
Hours:  	 Monday-Wednesday – 10:00am-5:00pm 
	 Thursday-Friday – 1:00pm-5:00pm
Used Car Sales – Titling/Notary for motor vehicles, Boats, 
& ATV & Snowmobile
Canadohta Market Square	 See Our Ad
35890 Lake Road, Union City, PA 16438
814-671-8911
Hours: 	 Monday – Friday:  9:00am-5:00pm
	 Saturday:  8:00am-5:00pm
	 Sunday:  10:00am-4:00pm
Featuring Local Artisans, Farm Goods, Antiques and 
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Unique Gifts. One Stop Shopping so you can shop local!
Corry Ford – Business Manager:  Cynthia Ram-
sey				               See Our Ad
13626 Route 6, Corry, PA 16407
814-664-8207    Web Page:  www.HumesFord.net
Hours: 	 Monday & Thursday 9:00am – 7:00pm
	 Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday 9:00am – 6:00pm
	 Saturday 9:00am – 3:00pm
	 Sunday  Closed
Full Service Ford Dealer specializing in new Ford’s with a 
wide variety of used vehicles.  Give us a call we can also 
find you a used vehicle of your dreams.
Easy Does It Customs		 See Our Ad
857 Georgetown Road, Sandy Lake, PA 16145
www.facebook.com/easydoesitcustoms 
724-374-3279  Email:  amanda@easydoesitcustoms.com
Web Site:  www.easydoesitcustoms.com 
Hours:  Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 5:00pm
	 Friday 9:00am – 6:00pm
	 Saturday 9:00am – 3:00pm
Easy Does It Customs – Your only shop for PA Street Le-
gal LSV / NEV.  We are also your #1 shop for your golf 
cart needs! We offer new PA Street Legal, new and used 
golf carts, parts, and accessories.   Like and follow us on 
Facebook/easydoesitcustoms for new products, sales, and 
events.
H & W ACE Hardware	 See Our Ad
37 North Main Street, Union City, PA 16438 	 309 Venan-
go Ave., Cambridge Spring, PA 16403  
814-438-3011 | 814-813-5111	
Hours: 	 Monday – Friday  7:30am – 6pm
	 Saturday  7:30am – 4:00pm	
	 Sunday  10:00am – 6:00pm	   
Outdoor Equipment Repairs, plumbing, electrical, automo-

tive, paint, and all hardware needs.  Stihl Equipment, Ari-
ens, Ego, grills, smokers, & BBQ Accessories
Higby’s Store - Campground and Cottages 		
24360 Lakeview Drive, 	 See Our Ad
Union City, PA 16438
www.facebook.com/Higbys   814-694-3050
Email: office@higbyscamp.com  
Website:  www.higbyscamp.com 
Our Lakeview Drive office / store is open to the public and 
we have ice, firewood, bait, Higby’s apparel and souvenirs!  
Open May-October. Stay with us!  #canadohtaiscalling
Lana’s At The Lake		  See Our Ad
35943 Lake Road, Union City, PA 16438
www.facebook.com/lanasatthelake   814-964-1530
Hours: Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday:  
11:00am-8:00pm Friday & Saturday 11:00am-9:00pm
Fresh Dough Pizza, Subs, Salads, & more. Challenging 18 
hole Putt-R Golf Driving Range
Moderntype LLC	 See Our Ad
Email:  kyle@moderntype.com
https://www.facebook.com/ModerntypeDesigns 
Website:  www.moderntype.com
Moderntype Designs - Printable Business Forms, Plan-
ners, and Signs - 	Original files available for instant down-
load
Titusville Market Square 	 See Our Ad
101 N. Franklin St., Titusville, PA 16354
www.facebook.com/TitusvilleMarketSquare 
814-775-0020
Hours: 	 Monday – Friday:  8:00am-6:00pm
	 Saturday:  8:00am-4:00pm
	 Sunday:  10:00am-4:00pm
Featuring Local Artisans, Farm Goods, Antiques and 
Unique Gifts. One Stop Shopping so you can shop local!

Titusville Open Air Market	 See our Ad
Titusville, PA	
www.facebook.com/titusvilleopenairmarket
814-516-4808  www.instagram.com/titusvillerenaissance/
Email:  TitusvilleRen@gmail.com
Website:  https://titusvilleren.org/
Hours:  Open May thru October:   
Tuesdays & Saturdays  9:00am-1:00pm at Scheide Park
Independent, 501c3 volunteer, non-profit organization. 
Host of Titusville Open Air Market -- Featuring Fresh, Lo-
cal, Homegrown Produce and Handmade Products.  Sup-
porting local farmers and artisans. Farm to Fork annual 
tasting event Saturday on September 19, 2026 at Drake 
Well Train Depot 
VanTassel’s Timberland Bait.com    See Our Ad
36320 Dutch Hill Road, Union City, PA 16438
https://www.facebook.com/profile.
php/?id=100057314596208 
814-694-FISH (3474) Web Page: www.timberlandbait.com 
We’ve got all your bait and tackle needs covered. From 
live bait to terminal tackle and everything in between, come 
see us and you’re sure to find what you need. Rent covered 
pavilion adjacent to 2-acre private pond for private event.  
Fishing for private camping or private event use only.  Host 
Trunk or Treat October 31 from 5-7 & Ice Fishing Contest 
in January or February, date to be published at a later date.

UTILITIES
S. Bryer Cable TV
5325 Pettis Road, Cochranton, PA 16314
937-483-4403
Website:  www.SByerCableTV.com
Hours:   Monday – Friday :  9:00am – 5:00pm
Cable TV * Internet * Phone
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GENERAT ION 
TO GENERAT ION

By Janny Beck Jameson
John Albert Beck was an oil man. In 1922, 
after he and his partners incorporated the 
Penn Oil and Refining Company, he began 
looking for a place to relax. His work with the 
refinery required frequent trips to Oil City and 
Titusville, and through those travels he learned 
of a small resort lake that was just beginning 
to be developed in the area. Curious, he looked 
into it, liked what he saw, and soon brought his 
family there for a vacation. Impressed with the 
location, in 1927, John Albert Beck purchased his first cottage at Canadohta Lake for $1,700, which 
included all the furniture and a boat. This cottage was in Ruggles Park and is now owned by the 
Knauff family. 
Beck was always a busy man, and even during his leisure time at the lake, he remained active in new 
ventures. One year, John Mixer, a coach and teacher from Butler, and his wife decided that starting 
a girls’ summer camp would be a worthwhile project. They found a former camp for Jewish girls 
located on the hill along the western shore of Canadohta Lake. The camp was well built, thoughtfully 
designed, and perfectly suited to their needs. The only problem was access to the lake—they needed 
a strip of land to reach the water for recreational activities.
This need brought together what became known as the “three Johns”—John Mixer, John Oakleaf, 
and John Beck. John Oakleaf provided the land needed for lake access, John Beck supplied financial 

support, and John Mixer managed the camp. 
The camp was named Ahtodanac, nearly 
“Canadohta” spelled backward.
At the top of the hill stood a lovely lodge 
where the girls gathered for meals, games, 
and singing. Several cottages lined each 
side of the hill, and below the main buildings 
were fields used for archery and horseback 
riding.
The Beck family’s connection to the lake 

continued into the next generation. In 1979, John Beck’s sons, Thomas Frazier Beck and Tillie Ann 
Brown Beck, purchased a lakefront cottage in Ruggles Park from Bob Ross, a banker from Titusville. 
Prior to Ross, the cottage had been owned by Ted and Audrey Treat of Union City.
Four generations and nearly a century later, the Beck cottage at Canadohta Lake remains a cherished 
place where the family continues to gather, relax, and create lasting memories. 

The Beck Family By Lynn Bednar
My family history goes as far back to my 
great grandmother (name unknown), my 
grandmother (Helen Newman Kuhn), my 
mother (Carol Newman Keefer Zirngibl), 
and now me (Lynn Bednar) my husband 
(Allen Bednar) and our family (Chris and 
Matthew Haines, Heather and Nicole Panza/
Collins, Bridget and Michael Bednar - fifth 
generation) and our grandchildren (Waylon, 
Kyler, Harper, Hadley, and Hudson Haines, 
Julia, Rowan, and Rosalie Collins - sixth 
generation).  
According to my mother, my great grandmother and grandmother lived in Pittsburgh and visited 
Canadohta Lake in the summers. We assume they stayed at the hotel or rented cottages. Growing 
up, my mother brought her five children (Richard, Steven, Jeffrey, Lynn (me!), and Dawn Keefer) to 
the lake every summer, renting cottages for 1-2 weeks at a time from George and Marylin Hart and 
Beryl cottages.  
In 1976, my mother met Donald (Donny) Zirngibl (my stepfather) and introduced him to Canadohta 
Lake.  It was love at first sight, both with my mother and the lake.  In 1981, Donny and Carol purchased 
a cottage in Ruggles Park from the Harts.  After that, we spent every summer at the lake.  Growing 
up at the lake every summer was an adventure!  My siblings and I have fond memories of playing 
release in Ruggles Park, fishing off Hart’s doc, going to the beaches, going down the slide, riding go 
carts and bicycles, and spending countless hours in in the game room, skating rink, and playing 
mini golf.  Our cottage is down the street from Happy Jax and next to Pierces Store (sadly gone now).  
I’ve often shared stories about how living next to Pierces Store had its benefits and challenges.  The 
sweet smell of fresh donuts would pour into our cottage every day.  We would get donuts and penny 
candy as often as we could, which as you can imagine was such a benefit but also created weight 
challenges.  All of which were worth it!
 Sadly, Donny passed suddenly in 2014.  My mother was suffering from dementia.  It was a difficult 
time, but the decisions were easy.  My husband (Allen Bednar) and I took mom into our home and 
purchased the cottage from her in 2015 so that we could keep it in the family.  Mom lived for another 
3-1/2 years and much of that time was spent at the lake.  It was the one place she remembered and 
felt comfortable until she passed in 2017.  Since then, we have spent the summers hosting family and 
friends at the lake, creating wonderful memories, and making new friends who feel more like family 
than friends.  That’s the magic of the lake.  It’s a community filled with kind people that share in their 
love for a small piece of heaven on earth.  Our hope is that our children keep the cottage in our family 
for many generations to come.

Newman/Keefer/Zirngibl/
Bednar Family 

By Billie Jo Easterlin
My family’s connection to Canadohta 
Lake began with my grandparents, Paul 
and Leola Cedar, who followed friends 
that frequently visited the lake. After 
renting for a short time, they purchased 
a cottage in 1975 for $4,000 and, two 
years later in 1977, bought another right 
next door for $7,450.
Some of my favorite childhood 
memories are of traveling to the lake in 
my grandfather’s “Wally Wagon,” also known as a woodie. We loved sitting in the very back with 
our feet down in the recessed footwell. We always knew we were getting close when we reached a 
stretch on Shreve Ridge that my grandmother called the “mile-long hill.” She would accelerate up the 
hill while all of us grandkids raised our hands like we were on a roller coaster, laughing the whole 
way. She sometimes did the same thing over railroad tracks.
Besides skating at the roller rink, one of my favorite things to do with my siblings was go to Pierce’s 
Store for penny candy. My grandmother would dig through her purse and send us over. My sister 
and brother would come back with their own bags of candy, while I proudly returned with a bag full 

The Davis and 
Cedar Family

of lemons.
My grandfather passed away in 1985, and that summer my 
parents sent me to the lake to keep my grandmother company. 
That was also the year the public sewer lines were installed at 
Canadohta Lake. When I arrived, I was mortified to find a toilet 
sitting in the front yard. The sewer authority required that if both 
cottages were not being connected, the one being torn down 
had to place the toilet near the road. Being a teenager, I did what 
seemed appropriate—I filled it with flowers. It’s something I’ll 
never forget about the year the sewers came to the lake.
One of my all-time favorite memories is our family reunions. We 
have a very large family, with my grandmother’s six siblings and 
her six children and their families. Everyone would come from 
Kingsville and Ashtabula, Ohio, and we would spend an entire 
weekend together at the lake, often including a day at Conneaut 
Lake Park. Our family hasn’t held a reunion here since 1990, and I 
am thrilled that it is returning to the lake this summer.
Our family is now in its fifth generation. It began with my 
grandparents, Paul and Leola Cedar, followed by my mother, 
Aldine Roxberry. Then came my husband, Bill Easterlin, and me, 
followed by our children, Billy Easterlin and Melissa Easterlin 
Archer, and now our grandsons, Mason Archer, Liam Reed, and 
Dylan Reed. My mother and my sister, Tracey Freeman, also live 
at the lake. Tracey is part of the third generation, along with me. 
Her children—RJ, Robbie, Jake, Savana, and Adeline Freeman—
represent the fourth generation, and her grandson, Elliot, is part 
of the fifth generation. 
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By Bill Easterlin
My family’s connection to Canadohta Lake began 
with my grandparents, Bragg and Inez Easterlin. 
After retiring as an ironworker in Pittsburgh, my 
grandfather moved to Canadohta Lake in 1951, 
purchasing property from Ben Ruggles.
Years later, my parents, Bill and Dorothy “Tootie” 
Easterlin, acquired the lower four lots from the 
Easterlin estate. For many years, our family spent 
weekends at the lake, staying in a camper until 
our cottage was built in 1981.
In time, my wife Billie Jo and I purchased four 
additional lots and relocated the cottage to its 
current site, where it is now known as “Mini Me” 
and is rented as an Airbnb. We also built our permanent home there. Over the years, the area has 
remained a close-knit neighborhood of long-standing families, including the Petersons, Becks, the 
Jacobs family, the McKennas, the Wellmons, and the large Reilly family.
Like many families at the lake, Billie Jo and I spent countless weekends there while raising our 
children, Billy Easterlin and Melissa Easterlin Archer. They learned to sail, fish, ride bikes, and truly 
enjoy lake life. Today, our grandson Mason is following in those same footsteps.

The Easterlin 
Family By Heather Groll

“You don’t understand, I can’t leave Canadohta Lake …”
These were the words that poured out of teary-eyed 4-year-old 
me as our family was in the last stages of the “pack-up” following 
our annual Canadohta vacation. I did my best to negotiate with my 
parents to give me a little more time at my favorite place on earth. 
But alas, there were no more bargaining chips in this 4-year-old’s 
pocket. I was forced to get in the car and make the tearful 2-hour 
drive back to Pittsburgh. This longing to be back at the lake would 
resonate for the next 358 days, until that wonderful time of year 
came around again. 
But for my family, this fascination didn’t start with me- it had 
started three generations earlier, with my great grandparents, 
John and Katherine Groll. The two of them were immigrants who 
made the transatlantic voyage from Germany in 1921, with the first 
of four sons arriving several years later.  John would enjoy taking his children all over Crawford County, 
including Canadohta Lake, to enjoy the great outdoors and abundant fishing.
As my grandfather, William, became an adult with his own family, he continued the Canadohta Lake 
tradition by renting cottages at Ruggle’s Park. This is where, as a young boy, my father, Bill Groll, learned 

The Groll 
Family

By Von Meadows
Eleanor Geer of Lincolnville was 
affectionately known as “The Hat Lady,” 
owning a collection of over 3,500 hats and 
presenting hat shows, along with vintage 
clothing displays, for many organizations 
in the area. She also wore multiple hats in 
several aspects as being known as a strong 
community leader and local historian.
She was born in 1917 as Eleanor Blakeslee 
with family having deep roots in this area. 
In early 1930s as a teenager, she called at 
square dances which were held at different 
homes. It was there she met Dewey Geer, 
whom she married in 1934 and moved to 
Lincolnville in a home built in 1888 beside 

the alley next to A. Shreve & Son. Eleanor worked as a clerk there several years. The store had long 
showcases on both sides with a soda fountain serving milkshakes and floats. They sold a variety 
of yard goods, groceries, general merchandise, boots, shoes, clothing, horse harnesses and collars. 
They were one of the first around to offer radios, televisions, and washing machines.
Throughout the years, Eleanor was a charter member with Ladies Auxiliary, PTA, founder of Boy 
Scout troop in Lincolnville in 1940s, Treasurer of Rootville Cemetery, Tax Assessor for Bloomfield 
Township over 20 years and the only Mayor of Lincolnville. She was a member of Lincolnville Baptist 
Church, and in 1988 was chosen to receive The Community Baptist Church Award out of almost 300 
churches. She was honored for providing clothing, household items, and running a food pantry from 
her home helping disadvantaged people throughout Bloomfield Township area.
Eleanor was also awarded Republican Woman of the Year in 1985, indoctrinated in Voter Hall of Fame 
as longest voter in Crawford County (65 years) and was Republican District Leader and Executive 
Board Member. She was highly involved with people running for Township and County offices as 
well as District, State, and National levels. She hosted meetings for them in her home and also had 
roundtable discussions at her kitchen table with them sharing her homemade pies which she was 
also well known for.
I remember a Federal Judge telling us how he had stopped by to see her. He heard her say “Hello”, 
“Come on in, I’m back here” He looked all around and couldn’t find her. He followed her voice and was 
taken by complete surprise when he came face-to-face with Sam. Her African Gray parrot sitting in 
his cage on the back porch who could mimic her perfectly. He quickly went out the back door and 
laughed to himself all the way home about being lured into trespassing, breaking and entering by 
a parrot.
My Grandparents, Dewey and Eleanor also started their own business in Lincolnville as fur dealers 

Eleanor Geer and selling trapping supplies from 1960-1985. They had a huge inventory of several types of traps and 
lures and bought furs such as fox, mink, beaver, raccoon, muskrat, opossum, deer and beef hides. 
I helped there by making thousands of trap tags, selling supplies and keeping record books during 
70’s and 80’s.
Eleanor was also founder of the Bloomfield High School Reunion which she started in her home 
in 1978 with 48 attending. It quickly grew in a short time and moved to the fire hall with over 400 
people. At one time there were 15 schools in Bloomfield Township which merged together in 1920’s 
until they closed the doors in 1973. The Bloomfield School Reunion is now hosted by Mitzi Beckwith 
at “The Lodge” located at the Lake Canadohta Historical Society on Lake Road. The reunion is held 
on the first Saturday in August and welcomes all who attended Bloomfield School, along with friends 
and community members. The Historical Society also has several Bloomfield memorabilia, photos, 
and yearbooks dating back to 1930s. If anyone would like to look up photos of distant relatives from 
back in the day, along with several old business advertisements, they are welcome to stop by and 
look through them.
She was a member of the Crawford County, Meadville, Waterford, and Union City Historical Society’s, 
and Daughters of the American Revolution. Eleanor had an extensive collection of historical photos, 
and memorabilia from the local area in her home. She was also featured for her historical knowledge 
in several local newspapers, in The Pennsylvania Heritage Magazine, and on the 2003 front page of 
The Breeze for her work on the history of Lincolnville. Eleanor made some very interesting cassette 
tapes talking about Lincolnville. A wide range of individuals are mentioned, along with stories 
that reflect how life once was. The Pig Tail Railroad, changes in street locations, and places that 
no longer exist—including buildings, homes, barns, and businesses—are all recalled. Among those 
mentioned are the Shreve Store, baseball team, feed mill, hotel, Grange Hall, cheese factory, post 
office, restaurants, hat maker, Red & White Store, drug store, Dr. Geer, dentist Dr. Weed, blacksmith 
shops, Odd Fellows, dances, electric lights, and the brick factory. 
Also noted are the five to seven sawmills and shingle mills that once 
lined Oil Creek from Canadohta Lake to Bromley Bridge, as well as 
founder Seth Lincoln, established in 1863, and the family cemetery 
on his farm.
One of my favorite stories she told was how some women, tired of 
their husbands disappearing to play poker, decided to take matters 
into their own hands. They figured out where the men were going, 
went there during the daytime, and pried up some floorboards 
upstairs, making sure they could see where the men would be 
sitting. That night, they took a sack of flour, divided it among 
themselves, and dumped it on the men just as they were in the 
middle of a game. The men came running out, wondering what on 
earth had happened. Everyone in town soon knew who the poker 
players were by the white powder that lingered on them for days. It 
cut down on the poker playing for a while—at least until they found 
a new place to hide.
For those who would like to learn more, the tapes she made were 
transcribed into 27 pages and are available to read at the Lake 
Canadohta Historical Society.

Grandparents (William and Dolores), Aunt and Father (Kathy and Bill), Great Grandmother (Katherine) 
and Great Uncle (Frank), 1955

Great grandfather (John) and 
Grandfather (William) with 
their fish haul circa 1931
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By Jeff Marshall
  In the 50’s, my grandfather, Lou Marshall was invited up to 
Canadohta Lake by one of his co-workers, Tom West, and he 
and my grandmother, Anne, fell in love with it. After that, every 
year when the Wests booked their cottage from the Eisentrouts, 
the Marshalls would book their cottage as well. My father Joe 
and Tom West’s son, Tommy, became great friends and grew up 
together until the Wests moved to Philadelphia. But they would 
always see each other during the family vacation to Canadohta. 
My grandfather started inviting his brothers and sister to join 
the vacation and soon it was an annual ritual to have the whole 
family vacation there. When the Eisentrouts decided to sell off 
their cottages, my father was one of the firsts in line to purchase 
one and make sure our favorite vacation spot remained in the 
family. Now 60 years later I am bringing my daughter and soon 
my son to visit one of the most peaceful, relaxing and beautiful 
places I have ever visited. My father, sisters, brothers and our 
families all come up on the same week every year. We enjoy 
swimming, playing games inside and outside, we go visit the water slide at least once per year, and 
we visit Happy Jax almost every night. 

The Marshall 
Family

By Joe Henderson
When I was much younger, my family vacationed 
at Canadohta Lake every summer through my 
senior year of high school in 1989.
My grandfather started the annual tradition of 
vacationing up at the Lake as far back as the 
1940s, but after that trip when I was only 18 years 
old, we quit going up to the Lake and all the 
memories of good times spent with friends and 
family eventually became lost to the passing of 
time.
However, a strange thing happened 36 years later 
in August of 2025 as my sister, Lisa Burchfield, 
booked a week at a cottage near the places 
we always had stayed at before, and she invited me to spend some time back at the Lake to get 

reacquainted with the beloved vacation spot of my youth.
I was a bit apprehensive at first as I feared the place had 
changed too much and the experience would further bury 
all the cherished times we spent there with loved ones who 
are sadly no longer with us.
But after arriving on the first day of our stay, it didn’t take 
long before the scent of the Lake, the peaceful and serene 
setting, the laid-back atmosphere and the friendly people 
made me feel like I was transported back in time to the place 
I suddenly remembered so well and loved so much.
During my stay, I became overwhelmed with memories 
of having cookouts with my grandfather, going fishing for 
bluegill with my Uncle Paul Jones down at the dock, eating 
those incredible donuts from Pierce’s store, playing video 
games and shooting pool with my friends at Pier 66, going 
to the beach and playing putt-putt golf  with my mother and 
riding the go-karts with my older brother Mike, at the ice 
cream parlor located in the center of town, just to name a 
few of my many memories.
When the time came for me to head home again and return 
back to my normal life, I quickly realized that I didn’t want 
to leave, and I knew that I needed to return again and soon.
My sister and her husband obviously felt just as strongly 
about the Lake again as I did as they purchased a cottage of 
their own just two months later.
Since then, we’ve returned to the Lake many times, including 

several trips this past winter, and we can’t get enough of the place that feels like home. 
My family may have been away for a while, but the Lake is just as special to us now as it was all those 
years ago. We plan on making the Lake a big part of our lives for years to come, and hopefully, we 
can create many more memories that we can pass down to future generations.

Jones/Henderson/
Burchfield 
Family

to ride a bike. One of my father’s often retold 
memories was from the 1960’s; fishing at 
the end of the dock at Ruggles Park while 
listening to the radio playing songs from 
the new controversial hit band, The Beatles. 
He also reminisces on the performances by 
The Raiders and spending time at the horse 
stables next to where the Lake Canadohta 
Historical Society now resides. 
It was memories like these that motivated 
my dad, Bill Groll, to return with his own 
four children, starting in 1987. We rented 
the cabin called the Parakeet from Lloyd’s 
Cottages for the next 35 years. 

This is where my own memories were deeply forged. For decades we have built deep lasting 
relationships with the surrounding families that continue to vacation at the lake.
In 2016, the fifth generation was introduced to Canadohta. My nieces, now 10 and 6, lovingly call me 
“the Canadohta Aunt”, and every visit with them consists of their plans for the upcoming annual 
summer visit to the lake. 
In 2022, our family had the opportunity to acquire a place to call our own. The location was especially 
meaningful to my generation due to the proximately to the Parakeet Cottage. Although we are now 
proud cabin owners, those familiar tears still well up every time the car is packed, and we start to make 
the journey down Lakeview Drive to return to Pittsburgh. But… a little Happi Jax ice cream on our way 
out makes it better.       

Father (Bill), mother (Karen), brother (Wesley), sister (Leanne), myself (Heather), sister-in-law 
(Norelle), brother (Kevin), 2014

Great grandfather (John) and Grandfather (William) with 
their fish haul circa 1931
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Five Generations of Memories at 
Canadohta Lake - By Diane Usowski 
McGreevy (3rd generation)
My grandparents, Albert and Viola Porter 
purchased the Cape Cod style cottage on 
August 5, 1949, located on Teddy Drive. 
Why Canadohta Lake? Many of Albert 
Porter’s co-workers from Heppenstall 
Steel Company in Lawrenceville, PA had 
cottages at the lake.
All the cottages at Canadohta Lake years 
ago had names (not numbers). Our 
cottage was named “Harvest Moon”. The 
surrounding cottages all had “Moon” names such as Blue Moon, next to our cottage, Silver Moon, etc.
Albert and Viola had two daughters, Viola and Dorothy.  On August 9, 1969, the cottage was purchased 
by my parents, Chester and Dorothy (Porter) Usowski.  Dorothy, age 97, is the younger daughter of 
Albert and Viola. The cottage was recently transferred to my brother’s and my name.

The cottage has seen many remodeling 
projects over the last 76 years, but we try 
to keep some of the original décor and 
memory items of our grandparents. 
Growing up, our families would spend 
weekends together at the cottage. We 
enjoyed swimming at Elmwood Beach 
where there was a floating platform to jump 
off of. In the early 50’s, Viola’s husband, Paul 
Post, brought a dump truck load of sand for 
the beach for us to play in. We also had fun 

skating at the roller rink and the overnight skates. Playing miniature golf was always a spirited 
competition within the families. Walking to Marcresan Park was exciting because of all the rides. 
Getting ice cream at the park was an absolute must.
Our grandfather had a motorboat and 
dock down the street at Hawthorne 
Beach/Park by Sally’s Store. We loved 
taking the boat through the canals 
and ducking our heads as we passed 
under the bridges. Someone would 
always yell something silly as we 
passed under.
If we weren’t on the boat, we would 
play on the swing sets and seesaw at 
the park and enjoyed pumping water 
from the Artesian well. The store was 
a great stopping point for worms for fishing and of course penny candy.
One of my favorite things to do as a young child was horseback riding. There was a stable on Lake 
Road. We would pay to ride the horses on Lakeview Drive. The “trail” would take us by Teddy Drive in 
front of our cottage for my grandparents and parents to see and wave at us.
The families continue to enjoy spending time at the cottage. We started a new tradition, a themed 
girl’s weekend every summer. This July we will have four generations attending the 6th annual Girl’s 
Weekend. Dorothy, the matriarch, is still able to join the family gathering. The cottage is her happy 
place, and ours too.

Porter/Usowski/
McGreevy Family Over 50 Years of Amazing Memories

By Randy S. McKillop
Canadohta Lake will always have a 
special place in my heart and soul. I 
spent 50 years of my summers where 
my father said was,” The greatest 
Mud Puddle Ever!” He would get the 
biggest smile on his face. It rained 
just about every year but that never 
stopped us from having fun. The air at 
night was cold enough in August for 
frost on your nose. My father would 
light the heater, and we slept to the 
sounds of the lake, occasionally an owl, woodpecker or mosquitoes. Then in the morning smell the 
eggs, bacon, fresh donuts, and sweet rolls. I could not wait to run outside and drop my line off the 
white dock.

My grandparents lived in Lower Burrel and New Kensington, PA. 
My parents, Fred and Rita (Jolly) Bauman McKillop graduated 
from New Kensington High in the same class of 1954. My mother 
and her classmate, I believe her name was Lilian Armstrong, 
would go to dances and roller skating at Canadohta Lake 
throughout High School. She said her friend had a house on the 
other side of the lake opposite the canal and across from Peir 66.
My father graduated from IUP, when it was a teacher’s college 
and Southern Illinois for his master’s degree. My mom and 
dad settled in Meadville. My father taught at East End High and 
Allegheny College. I was born there in 1966. We went to the Lake 
every summer. We would spend a week’s vacation with my 
grandparents, great-aunts (Aunt Grace lived in Titusville), aunts, 
uncles, cousins, and even friends from Meadville. Our family 
would rent six or seven cottages at Lloyd’s Cottages each year. 

The sounds of the Bucco’s games echoed through the cottages from my grandfather’s black transistor 
radio, encased in brown leather.
Lloyd’s Store, the gas pump, yellow lights to kill the bugs, bait, 
tackle, fishing rods, pinball machines, and Ms. Pac Man lined 
up along the windows. Candy, slushies, donuts, and sweet 
rolls fresh from the bakery in Titusville, coke bottles sold out 
of a new high cooler, and the famous telephone both!
We moved to Hershey, PA in 1972 and drove across the state 
every year. I grew up on the white dock, every tentacle had a 
kid with a rod, bait (pieces of bread, plenty of bobbers, some 
the size of a baseball. First one to catch 100 and release won! 
Boats from all around the lake were tied up at the end of 
the dock as people walked over to Lloyd’s Store for gas and 
groceries. Day or night, the place was always bustling, with 
everyone swapping “the muskie that got away” stories or 
gathering on the red-painted barrels and plywood platform 
anchored just off the dock.
We would walk as a family, stopping at Sallie’s for slushies, 
and pass the lot where I was told a house had once sunk. Then it would come into view—the soft ice 
cream stand glowing with yellow lights. The jukebox in the game room was always playing, pool tables 
were full, golf balls clinked against the lighthouse, and the playground was alive with kids of all ages.
Four generations (soon to be five) of the McKillop (Clan) family have stayed at Lloyd’s Cottages over 
the years—myself for more than 50 of them. I returned this past winter for a visit. As I drove across 
the bridge and turned left at Higby’s, I began to feel emotional, pulling into the lot where Lloyd’s Store 
once stood. The telephone booth was gone, but the memories will last a lifetime—and for generations 
to come.  I walked up and down the streets, passing all the different cottages my family and relatives 
rented. The Parakeet, Blue Jay, and many more are still standing.  I then walked to the shoreline of the 
lake. I walked along there looking for crayfish, tadpoles, mini catfish and that muskie that got away. I 
could hear the under 10 horsepower engines and the pontoon boats trolling from days gone by. 
I made a few more stops—drove by Sallie’s, stopped at The Frog Pond for a cold IC Light, stared in 
amazement at the slide, and gazed out across the lake. Memories came rushing back: running in and 
out of the water, across the sand, remembering where the red deck and high dive used to be, the frozen 
popsicles, and crowds of families with children playing under the big Mushroom. I looked down toward 
the canal and arch bridge, recalling the times we sat along the edge trying to catch big catfish, lifting 
our lines to let boats pass into the canal—and remembering to duck!

Finally, I drove to the top of the hill, where the big map of Canadohta Lake once stood. Night 
after night, we paid for a round of Putt-Putt golf like nowhere else. The glass windows, trimmed 
in red, were lined with Tootsie Pop lollipops, and there was the antique Coke machine with its 
bottle opener. Eighteen holes of the best times.
My family took miniature golf seriously—no handicaps or advantages, no matter what your 
age. We played in four or five foursomes, shouting out scores, exaggerating just enough to 
rattle family and friends, banking shots off the red 2x4 walls, and driving the ball hard through 
the grass to land softly on the green. We knew the line of every hole.
Afterward, we’d work off any frustration by hitting golf balls on the driving range. As I walked 
through the old course, I could still hear the echoes—groans over missed shots, shouts of 
excitement for a hole-in-one—and my father’s stories of having to search the field next door 
for my grandfather’s club after he’d launch it in frustration over a missed putt.
So many memories, so many relatives who have passed through the years, so many good 
times. Canadohta Lake will always be a part of me no matter what changes I will always 
cherish the memories, the sounds, the smells, and the great times. Cheers to the next 
generation of families that will start their own traditions and have great times. Cheers 
Canadohta Lake, a part of my soul.

McKillop Family



By Diane Aiken
The Niggel family’s six-generation love for Canadohta Lake began in the late 1940s.  William and Emma 
Niggel, formerly of Glenshaw, PA, purchased their home on Ridgewood Drive, the very cottage that their 
son Bill Niggel remodeled and lived in until he married Sally.

William and Emma’s four other children found the lake to be a great place to live and visit. Ralph 
Niggle’s family lived on Circuit Drive and he was a carpenter. Ralph helped to refurbish the roller-
skating rink and he built cottages in the area.  Dorothy Niggel Kirkbride’s family owned a cottage on 
Ridgewood Drive. Betty Niggel Pfeiffer’s family owned a cottage on Beechwood Avenue.  Many years 
later a family member purchased the cottage and another family member remodeled it.  They own it 
to this day.
Irma Niggel Cress and her husband Bill settled into their cottage home on Circuit Drive in the mid-1960s 
leaving their hometown of Mars, PA.  Irma worked at the Frog Pond for Hope Lee in the souvenir shop 
and in the park.  Bill worked at a nursery in Bloomfield for a period of time. Their children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren love the lake as much as they did. They all have 
special memories of spooky stories, campfires, riding horses from the stable, fishing, goofy golfing, the 
park rides, swimming, reunions, and picnics.  Over the years many different cottages have been rented 
to reminisce and make new memories with the next generation and generations to come. 

The Niggel Family
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By Annett Miller Burgess
I, Annette Miller Burgess, have been very lucky to grow up and live in 
the Lake Canadohta area all my life. Our family, I feel, was one of the 
first to start the development of what we know this area to be today.
John & Henreitta Schmitzer, my great-grandparents, were coming to 
the lake to visit in the 1920’s. Though John died early, at the age of 
42, Henrietta, known as Edna, continued to visit the Lake Canadohta 
area regularly with her three children: Henreitta, her oldest daughter, 
Jack, her only son and Norma, her youngest. Our earliest written 
record is of a purchase of a cottage by Edna on the lake shore in 1933, 
near what was called Hawthorne 
Beach. She did not know what to 

name the cottage, so she asked her daughter Henrietta’s boyfriend, 
Joe Miller, what he thought. His suggestion was the “Pal-O-Mine,” and 
the name stuck.
Young Henrietta married Joe W. Miller in May 1937 and they continued 
to spend much time here at the Lake. Edna asked Joe to build her 
several cottages that she could rent out for an income, and he ended 
up building around 14 that we know of. They had various names: Ep-
tide, Blue Haven, Elaine, Joey, Norma, Pat, Mike...and so on.
Edna purchased more property in the area and so did Joe and 
Henrietta from the Hawthorn Estate. That is where the name Miller 
Ave. came from.
Edna purchased a house on Lake Road, across from where the Roller 
Rink is today, and moved there, full time, with Joe and Henrietta. 
She then purchased “The Barn” and renamed it “Melody Lane.” This 
building was in front of the Roller Rink. It was a place for the young to 
gather! It was run mostly by family, all of Edna’s kids and grandkids 
worked there at some point. The Catholic Church first held services 
at the Lake in this building, before Edna sold it and it later burnt to 
the ground.

Joe and Henrietta in the meantime where busy building their own 
dreams and buying property as well. They bought the Stafford 
Estate and the rest of the Hawthorne Estate. Joe and Henrietta 
were very much involved in this little community. Joe served 
as a township supervisor and Henrietta was involved in many 
Ladies Auxiliaries’ and other clubs. Joe was always helping in 
the community by volunteering to build what was needed at the 
time. He helped build the Lincolnville Baptist Church for example 
and he wanted to build a business of his own, so in 1944-1945 he 
built a Restaurant and Tavern beside Edna’s house and called 
it the “Pal-O-Mine”. This was a family-oriented business open 
year around. All of us kids and grandkids grew up working in this business, learning valuable customer 
service and hard work. Oh, what fun dance nights were with sold-out crowds!
Joe went on to build an Ice Cream Shop where the Canadohta Clipper is now. It was also once Beverly 
Miller’s Beauty Salon (Daughter in law to Joe and Henrietta) and Duane Jackson Insurance. When Melody 
Lane was sold, the Catholic Church actually met in the back room/Dance Hall of the Pal-O-Mine for 
services for a time, until Joe and Henrietta donated property for “Our Lady of Fatima” Catholic Church to 
be built on and Joe himself, along with several others, built the church that is now the Lake Canadohta 
Historical Society.
Joe and Henrietta had two children; Elaine and Joe W. Miller Jr. Elaine once had a beauty salon in her 
house at the Lake, off Elmwood Ave. She had three children: Mark, Michele, & Malaine. They all live in 
southern climates today. Son Joe married Beverly Morvey, and they lived and worked at the Lake all their 
lives; Joe, did excavation, septic systems and so on, locally, until his retirement, and now serves on the 
Bloomfield Township Sewage Board. Bev, who as mentioned, had the beauty salon that eventually moved 
to their house on Lake Road. They had two children; Joe J. Miller and me, Annette Miller, both of which 
have lived at the Lake all our lives as well.
Joe J. Miller married a local girl, Sherri Burt, who’s grandparents built and owned Lakeview Tavern on 
Danner Drive that later became Sullivan’s Tavern, BJ’s Tavern, Sue’s Mill, Tereasa’s Fisherman’s Tavern 
and currently the Anchor Restaurant. Joe built “Miller Welding” on Lake Road into a successful structural 
steel business along with other types of welding. They had two children; Justin J. Miller, who lives in 
Pittsburgh with his wife Lacey and son, Nathan James. Their daughter Taylor, lives in the newest house 
on Lake Road with her husband Justin Lasher, who has bought and taken over Miller Welding since Joe’s 
retirement.
Joe and Bev’s daughter, I, Annette Miller also married a local, Patrick W. Burgess whose father James 
Burgess built many of the local pole barns and served as Township supervisor for many years. His 
mother, Judy, served as township secretary for several years also. Pat, who started with a portable 

welder business, has worked in Oil and Gas 
for many years. He currently does all kinds of 
excavation work and septic systems locally 
around the lake. He currently serves on the 
Bloomfield Township Planning Commission. I 
worked locally at Duane Jackson Insurance for 
sixteen years until our son was born and then 
worked for Pat’s business “Weld-It Construction 
Co,” until now doing administration work. I 
currently have two Airbnb rentals at the lake 

and enjoy making quilts on the side for others and family. We have one son, Joshua, who married a local 
girl, Olivia Blakeslee and they currently reside in Erie.
It has always been a privilege to grow up in this small but changing community. We look forward to 
adding more generations and to keep the story going.

Schmitzer/Miller 
Family
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By Lori Stone Rose
My family goes back eight generations in the Lincolnville/Canadohta 
Lake area. My maternal great grandparents had the “Maple Inn” hotel 
in Lincolnville on the corner of Main Street & Little Cooley Road. My 
grandmother Hazel Fosburgh Obert told me she used to stand on 
a box to help make cakes for dessert. She also said when she got 
older, she’d have to dance with any man who didn’t have a partner 
in the ballroom there. She didn’t like that very much! Grandma Hazel 
was also the tax collector of Bloomfield Township for 28 years.My 
daughter Jaime Brenner is the present tax collector. 
My paternal great grandparents along with my grandfather Elmer 
Obert owned the mill & the cheese factory in Lincolnville.
My mom LeVieve Obert Stone was the first grade teacher in 
Lincolnville starting in the Grange Hall which still stands today on 
Center Street in Lincolnville. She then taught at Bloomfield School 
up the street & moved to Union City Elementary School in 1974. She 
retired in 1985 after 33 years of teaching. She was also the choir 
director & played piano for many years in the Lincolnville Baptist 
Church. My dad Russell Stone was very active in the Bloomfield Volunteer Fire Department.
It is still home here as most of my family still live in the surrounding area today.

Obert/Stone/
Rose Family By Sue Peterson

I am Sue Peterson, and my grandparents, Dr. Charles and 
Leora Small, owned a cottage on Circuit Drive near the park in 
the 1920s. Dr. Small practiced dentistry in Titusville, and their 
cottage—now known as the Rio Grande—was a special place 
for the family. They had two daughters, Evelyn and Gertrude.
It was there that my parents, Elmer August Peterson and Evelyn 
Marie Small Peterson, spent time together while they were 
dating, and they too fell in love with the lake. In 1952, our family 
purchased lakefront property on South Pine Street. At that time, 
the area was mostly wooded, with very few cottages.
After my parents passed away, I bought out my brother and sister 
and made my home at the lake. Today, my grandchildren—who 
come from Philadelphia and Manhattan Beach, California—love 
spending time here and carrying on the tradition.
I am proud to say that our neighborhood still includes many 
cottages that have been passed down through generations, 
including those of the Becks, Jacobs, Easterlins, and Reillys. It 
truly is a wonderful place, filled with history, family, and lasting 
memories.

Peterson Family

Canadohta Lake Tornado

Photo Credit: 
Jay Witosky 

On June 9, 2025, residents of Canadohta Lake witnessed something few ever expect to 
see so close to home—a tornado touching down and moving across the lake.
The storm struck between 3:45 and 3:47 p.m., later confirmed as an EF-0 tornado. Though 
small in scale, it was powerful enough to carve a path nearly half a mile long and 25 yards 
wide, with winds up to 85mph. Trees were down everywhere—along roads, in yards, and 
scattered across properties throughout the area.
What many will remember most, however, is not just the storm itself—but the incredible 
footage of it. A now well-known video captured the tornado as it moved across the lake, a 
rare and striking sight that quickly spread among residents and beyond.
Yet, just as quickly as the storm passed, something even more powerful took its place: 
community action.
Within moments, neighbors were outside checking on one another. Then came the 
unmistakable sound that echoed all around the lake—chainsaws starting up one after 
another. It wasn’t organized. It didn’t need to be.
People simply showed up.
Driveways were cleared. Roads were opened. Limbs were cut and hauled away. If 
someone needed help, it was already on the way. The hum of chainsaws became the 
soundtrack of recovery, a reminder that no one was facing the aftermath alone.
And perhaps the most remarkable part of it all—there were zero injuries.
The Canadohta Lake tornado could have been a very different story. Instead, it became 
yet another example of what makes this community so special. In the face of sudden 
danger and unexpected damage, neighbors did what they always do—they stepped up, 
worked together, and took care of one another.
Because at Canadohta Lake, it’s not just about weathering the storm.
It’s about what happens after.



Canadohta Lake Breeze						      SUMMER 2026							       Page 27



Canadohta Lake Breeze						      SUMMER 2026							       Page 28
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CANADOHTA HISTORICAL SOCIETYCANADOHTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The Lake Canadohta Historical Society (LCHS) is proud to be part of the nationwide America 250 The Lake Canadohta Historical Society (LCHS) is proud to be part of the nationwide America 250 
celebration, honoring the 250th anniversary of the United States with a meaningful connection celebration, honoring the 250th anniversary of the United States with a meaningful connection 
to the past.to the past.
As part of this historic milestone, LCHS has acquired an original 1876 bell, manufactured in As part of this historic milestone, LCHS has acquired an original 1876 bell, manufactured in 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania—the very year of America’s Centennial. This remarkable artifact provides Lebanon, Pennsylvania—the very year of America’s Centennial. This remarkable artifact provides 
a direct link to the nation’s early celebrations and will now have a permanent home at the Lake a direct link to the nation’s early celebrations and will now have a permanent home at the Lake 
Canadohta History Center.Canadohta History Center.
The bell was originally owned by Eleanor Geer and has been generously donated to the The bell was originally owned by Eleanor Geer and has been generously donated to the 
Historical Society by her granddaughter, Von Meadows. This thoughtful gift ensures that an Historical Society by her granddaughter, Von Meadows. This thoughtful gift ensures that an 
important piece of American and local history will be preserved and shared with the community important piece of American and local history will be preserved and shared with the community 
for generations to come.for generations to come.
A special dedication ceremony for the bell will be held over Memorial Day weekend, marking its A special dedication ceremony for the bell will be held over Memorial Day weekend, marking its 
official introduction as a symbol of both national pride and local heritage. In keeping with its official introduction as a symbol of both national pride and local heritage. In keeping with its 
historical significance, the bell will also be ceremonially rung on July 4th, echoing the spirit of historical significance, the bell will also be ceremonially rung on July 4th, echoing the spirit of 
independence and celebration from 1876 to today.independence and celebration from 1876 to today.
In addition to the bell dedication, LCHS will host its 2nd Annual Quilts of Valor program, a In addition to the bell dedication, LCHS will host its 2nd Annual Quilts of Valor program, a 
moving tribute honoring local veterans. Through this program, handmade quilts are presented moving tribute honoring local veterans. Through this program, handmade quilts are presented 
to veterans in recognition of their service and sacrifice, offering both comfort and heartfelt to veterans in recognition of their service and sacrifice, offering both comfort and heartfelt 
appreciation from the community.appreciation from the community.
The Society is also pleased to feature a special presentation by the Daughters of the American The Society is also pleased to feature a special presentation by the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR), highlighting Revolutionary War history and the enduring legacy of those Revolution (DAR), highlighting Revolutionary War history and the enduring legacy of those 
who helped shape our nation. This presentation ties directly into the America 250 celebration, who helped shape our nation. This presentation ties directly into the America 250 celebration, 
bringing national history to life at the local level.bringing national history to life at the local level.
The Historical Society will have ongoing programming The Historical Society will have ongoing programming 
throughout the season, including the Society’s popular book throughout the season, including the Society’s popular book 
club and other educational offerings. Be sure to check the club and other educational offerings. Be sure to check the 
event calendar, follow the Lake Canadohta Historical Society event calendar, follow the Lake Canadohta Historical Society 
Facebook page, and visit the Society’s website (currently in Facebook page, and visit the Society’s website (currently in 
progress) at:www.canadohtahistory.orgprogress) at:www.canadohtahistory.org
The Lake Canadohta Historical Society invites the public The Lake Canadohta Historical Society invites the public 
to take part in these events and to follow along as more to take part in these events and to follow along as more 
programs are announcedprograms are announced
Join us as we celebrate our nation’s history—right here at the Join us as we celebrate our nation’s history—right here at the 
lake—one story, one artifact, and one bell at a time.lake—one story, one artifact, and one bell at a time.
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for a company in Titusville and mom was a legal 
secretary in Corry. They started raising chickens 
on the farm, selling the eggs and dressed chickens 
locally and in Pittsburgh. The sign on the barn 
read Canadohta Poultry Farm which they ran for 
about six years. They also started purchasing 
cottages on the west side of the lake and started 
a seasonal rental business. They acquired the 
lakefront property across from the cottages on 
West Side Drive where the store was eventually 
built. Cottages had names in those days and our 
original six were the George, Willard, Betty’s Inn, 
Sarge, Teddy and Tommy. Renters had access to 
the lake on our lakefront property across the road 
from the cottages where wooden, flat bottomed 
boats were tied on a dock for their use.
   The quiet west side in the early 1950’s consisted 
mostly of privately owned cottages like today, but 
there were many more cottages for rent back then. 
The only road on the west side, which is now named 
West Side Drive, was a dirt road with plenty of mud 
puddles. The west side had no mail delivery in 
those days unless you placed a mailbox on Shreve 
Ridge or Mt. Pleasant roads. Many people would 
have mail sent to our store’s address or have us 
mail letters for them. Dad finally talked the post 
office into mail delivery for the west side road and 

mailboxes started to 
go up. A long forgotten 
place called the 
Montooth Club sat on 
the left bank of Shreve 
Ridge Road before you 
made the right turn to 
the lake on West Side 
Drive. May and Wayne 
Shreve were caretakers 
and residents of this 
large boarding house 
type building for the 
group whose members 
would come up from 
Pittsburgh to have a 
good time socializing 
and enjoying the lake. 
Later, after the building 
was abandoned and fell 
into disrepair, it became 
the local “haunted 
house” for kids to sneak 

to and the local police, Lee and Perry, to chase 
away until it was torn down. A girl’s summer camp 
called Athodanac was located at the top of the hill 
on Shreve Ridge Road. The camp had several 
buildings on the hillside and a swimming area with 
a dock, boats and canoes on the lake. Next to the 
camp’s swim area is where the Pennsylvania Fish 
Commission located the public launch area some 
years later. Land next to the Fish Commission was 
developed by a private owner as a camp ground for 
tents and trailers and operated for several years.
   Life on the west side had many simple pleasures 
in those days. One unique sight was that of flying 
squirrels at Mrs. Steffan’s cottage, The Lady of the 
Lake, at the end of West Side Drive. I remember 
as a child how thrilled I was, and maybe a little 
scared, to see a squirrel actually fly after waiting 
in the dark with a flashlight and watching for the 
squirrels with much anticipation. A local paper 
carried an article about the flying squirrels at 
Canadohta. There was one business which was 
Ann Smith’s store situated on the corner at the 
bottom of the hill next to the access road to the 
dam. Annie sold general store items and had the 
best selection of penny candy around. Of course 
the dam was not there until 1960, but there was a 
wooden pedestrian bridge that enabled the people 
on the west side to walk to Eisentrouts’s Lakeview 
Tavern and their popular beach area on the hillside. 
The wooden bridge went over the creek which is 
the outlet to the lake. The shallow creek under the 
bridge was a great place to fish, catch crayfish or 
play on the stepping stones before it was dredged 
for the dam. A little further past Eisentrout’s was 
Gossard’s store and White Pine Campground, 
formerly Nicholson’s  Landing. A walk down what is 
now Eisentrout Drive took you past Danner’s small 
maple sugar shack nestled in the woods and past 
the Native American burial grounds which were 
the site of an archeological dig for a few summers. 
These places provided entertainment for the west 
side and gave everyone a destination for a walk. 
The old stone steps of the old hotel that once sat at 
the top of Eisentrout’s beach were a favorite place 
to sit and watch the lake. To the side of the tavern 
was a long, steep hill that kids couldn’t resist rolling 
down…and some adults, too.
   Another thing to do on the west side was to gather 
on the lakefront for an evening of visiting and 
watching the dazzling display of lights shimmering 

A West Side Perspective: 
Summers at Kostra’s Dairyland

   Kostra’s Dairyland was a business on Canadohta 
Lake’s beautiful West Side that was owned and 
operated in the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s by my 
parents, Stephen and Audrey Kostra. The building, 
which still remains on the lakefront as a private 
residence, was built by my father. Dad began 
construction in 1956 and the grand opening was in 
the summer of 1957. It was a single story building 
until 1959 when Dad added a two story addition. It 
was an attractive building inside with natural knotty 
pine walls and hardwood oak floors, a popular style 
in the 1950’s. The original store had a snack bar 
with a full soda fountain behind a long green lunch 
counter with green vinyl and chrome stools that 
spun around. The room had several pink formica 
tables with wooden chairs, a pinball machine 
in one corner and a bowling machine along the 
wall. The highlight of the room was a magnificent 
Wurlitzer juke box with colorful florescent and 
neon lights that bubbled and glowed, and played 
the current hits from artists like Elvis Presley, 
Ricky Nelson, Paul Anka and Dion for only 5 cents 
a play. The other section of the store contained 
items for sale such as groceries, dairy and meat 
products, fresh baked goods brought in daily, 
cigarettes, souvenirs, magazines, newspapers, 
candy and so much more.Later, the first floor of the 
addition became the game room lined with pinball 
machines, shooting gallery, bowling machine and 
a dance floor where, if there was music playing, 
someone was usually dancing in those days. The 
second story was a small apartment where our 
family stayed in the summer.
   Our family’s story at Canadohta Lake began in 
the early 1900’s when my grandparents, Percy 
and Katie Smith, traveled to the lake from Munhall, 
a suburb of Pittsburgh, to camp and fish. Later, the 
family would spend much of their summer each 
year tent camping at Nicholson’s landing where 
my mom’s first visit was in 1920 when she was 
one year old. Mom brought dad to the lake for a 
visit when they were dating. Dad loved it here and 
thought it would be a great place to live. He bought 
a house and small farm on Old Valley Road, now 
called Shreve Ridge Road, between Lincolnville 
and the lake. He surprised my mom with the news 
of the purchase. The story goes that she was so 
surprised that she threw her engagement ring at 
him. Eventually she softened to the idea of moving 
their lives from Pittsburgh to Canadohta Lake and 
spent sixty plus years in the house on the farm. 
  Steve and Audrey moved to Canadohta after they 
married in 1944. Dad worked as a sign painter 

By Jeanann Kostra Aiken
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on the lake from Marcresan Beach, also known as 
Canadohta Lake Park, and now the Frog Pond. In 
those days, before the trailers, beautiful tall trees 
with strings of white and amber lights lined the 
shoreline of the park from one end to the other. 
Those lights along with all the other lights of the 
park made a beautiful sight from our side of the 
lake at night.
   Then in 1957 there was a new destination for a 
walk on the west side with the opening of Kostra’s 
Dairyland. Originally, the business was about 
ice cream with Sealtest Ice Cream sponsoring 
the grand opening. A representative from the 
company spent time teaching us how to make ice 
cream sodas, milkshakes, sundaes, banana splits, 
floats and of course, ice cream cones. Flyers of 
the opening were distributed around the lake and 
the store was jammed with people on opening 
day. Free sundaes, balloons and door prizes were 
passed out and I was even on board to help at 
age 7. The snack bar also served hamburgers, 
cheeseburgers, hot dogs and fries. The store soon 
became a favorite place to walk to for a treat, play 
a game of pinball, listen to a tune or just sit around 
and talk.
   As we moved into the sixties, more things were 
added to the business. Two more cottages were 
purchased, The Lady of the Lake and Journey’s 
End.  Besides renting our own cottages, we also 
rented several other property owner’s cottages 
as a service Each of our cottages had a rowboat 
and swimming privileges at our beach and floating 
dock in front of the store. Renters checked in after 
2:00 and out by 11:00 on the following Saturday. 
If my friends wanted to find me on Saturday 
mornings they knew I would be with Dad and my 
sister cleaning cottages. Every week brought a 
new group of renters and potential new friends, or 
friends who would come back to our cottages year 
after year.
   Dad built a shuffleboard court behind the store 
and a horseshoe pit to the side for the renters to 
use. We also sold gasoline with a pump on the 
street side of the store, and one on the beach for 
boaters to pull up and fill their tanks. We rented 
rowboats, motorboats, bikes, tandem bikes, inner 
tubes for swimming and sold night crawlers for 
bait. We were always busy, but with the help of my 
sister, Debbie, and me, Mom and Dad managed to 
keep things going and summers were never dull. 
I’m sure all the children of the lake’s many family 
businesses can relate to that fact that we all had to 
help out. We stayed busy tending store, stocking 
shelves, checking inventory,  flipping burgers, 
scooping ice cream, picking up litter in the yard 
(in those days it was common to throw wrappers 
on the ground), mowing the grass, bailing boats, 
counting out night crawlers by the dozen (my least 
favorite job!), pumping gas and endless cleaning. 
Not complaining, just saying our summers at 
Kostra’s were a lot of work!
   West Side Drive was always busy and alive 
with people walking to the store, cars coming and 
going, delivery trucks clanking down the road, 
music playing on our outdoor speaker from the 
juke box, horseshoes ringing, people laughing and 

enjoying themselves on 
the beach and cottage 
porches. These were 
the sounds of the west 
side along with the 
night sounds of the 
crickets, bullfrogs and 
dance music, especially 
polka music, from 
the Lakeview Tavern. 
Our big old German 
Shepard, Hans, was 
a fixture at the store, 
usually seen running 
around the beach and 
diving in the lake for 
fish. Mostly he slept on 
the sidewalk or under 
a pinball machine and 

would get up for a pat on the head by one of his 
favorite local kids. Our place lit up our section of a 
very dark West Side Drive at night with the lights 
from the shuffleboard court, the outdoor vending 
machines, the gasoline pump and the light from the 
telephone booth that Dad had the phone company 
install on the street across from the store. Not all of 
the neighbors were thrilled with all of this activity, 
but I was told by many that they missed it when it 
was gone.
   As a teen during most of these years, the store 
was a great place to socialize and meet people. 
Our juke box was always playing and the dance 
floor would fill up in the evenings with people 
young and old doing the dances of the day like 
the Jitterbug, Cha Cha 
and Stroll in the 50’s, 
and the Twist, Frug 
and Pony in the 60’s. 
Eventually a pool table 
replaced the dance 
floor when the Raiders’ 
dances became popular 
at the park. Our bowling 
machine was always 
being played with 
people trying for a 200 
score to get a chance 
at a prize in the drawing 
on Friday nights at 
11:00.  We had a corn 
roast and party outside 
at least once a summer, 
along with night swims 
and campfires.  We 
played hide the paddle, 
had water battles and 
every once in a while 
someone would get 
tossed in the lake…
all in fun and usually 
with my Dad starting 
it. We sat on the beach 
to watch fireworks, to 
watch people drop from 
a plane and parachute 
into the lake and also 
to see the boat races 
held for several years 
sponsored by The 
Canadohta Boat Club 
and the Park.  Dad loved 
to race his boats and I 
still have his trophies. 
Most nights would end 
up with everyone just 
sitting in the chairs in a 
circle outside the store 
talking until all hours 
or until Mom declared 
lights out. 
   Over the years more 
changes were made to 
the business. Around 
1967, the soda fountain 
and lunch counter 

were taken out of the main part of the store and 
the snack bar was closed. This area became the 
game room lined with pinballs, a bowling machine 
and a couple of pool tables. Of course the juke 
box remained, as did all the music. The grocery 
section was moved to the space where the dance 
floor was and we renamed the place Kostra’s Mini 
Mart.  Eventually the snack bar reopened in the 
back of the store with much the same menu, but 
now it sold pizza…lots of pizza. I originally opened 
this snack area as a summer job when in college. 
Mom ran the snack bar for a few more years until 
it closed for good. By the mid 70’s, Mom and Dad 
decided it was time to have summers free, so we 
had our first “going out of business party” on the 
beach. Notice I said ‘first” party. We had so much 
fun that they decided to open for one more year. 
Then, eventually, Kostra’s closed for good and 
another business opened in the building for a few 
years. Mom and Dad finally bought their house in 
Florida and traveled wherever they wanted to in 
the summer.
   The West Side is still as pleasant as ever with its 
park like beachfronts and lots of open space. We 
have the advantage of the morning sun rising to 
dry off the dew, and the beauty of the setting sun 
behind us casting a lovely glow over the other side 
of the lake in the evening. West Side Drive isn’t as 
busy as it was years ago now that the businesses 
are gone, but it has its own calming, peaceful 
charm. I must say I have enjoyed my walk down 
memory lane on the west side remembering all 
the joys of summers spent at Kostra’s and our 
beautiful Canadohta Lake.
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